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Greetings to all our readers in the name of Christ, our Lord!

Let me start with a note on the currentissue on ‘corona virus’
which is a household talk in every nook and corner of the globe.
It is not simply a talk but a scary and painful reality we are
facing today. The impact of the virus has taken many lives all
over the world. It has displaced our normal systems and
activities, touching the political, social, cultural and religious
fabrics.

In this situation, we try to look at the issue with several
speculations:

To some, “Is it simply one of the diseases or a punishment
from God because of our sins”? To some, apply good reasoning
and authenticate with facts and figures. To some, this is one of
the signs of the second coming of Christ. To some, this is the
end of the world. When the society tries to impart the so-called
right to information for the benefit of us all, some of us ask “To
obey God or Caesar™? To some, this is human negligence
intentionally or unintentionally. To some, propagate the old
saying “Prevention is better than cure” as a real repellent and
remedy.

The virus has impacted human lives all over the world. It has
no boundary, race, colours, status, age and it spreads like wild
fire. It has touched the total being of a person: physically,
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emotionally, spiritually, relationally, socially and politically. This
is an alarming and threatening scenario and we cannot ignore
it now.

The challenge before the church is to discern the time as this
and act wisely. As the church, let us keep each other in prayer
to God for His love and protection. At the same time keep
ourselves vigilant in terms of being open to the informal
education imparted through media, medical experts, churches,
NGOs and government and put them into practice the essential
do’s and don’ts. Someone said, “Corona virus had big ego. It
will not come to your house, unless you go out and invite.”
Be on our guard!

In this issue, we have included a section on “Remembering
and Acknowledging our past Leaders” in order to keep in touch
with them and also be encouraged through their testimonies
and words of encouragement. The rest are few articles, reports
and activities undertaken within these few months. Thanks to
all our contributors. God bless all our readers. Wherever you
are, please do keep each other in prayer especially in times
like this. Stay safe!

Yours in Christ

WA
m’,&’kh/etc:Sema
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" Remembening and
oan past Leadew "

Rev. Dr. A. K. Lama
Former General Secretary of CBCNEI (2008-2014)

Dear CBCNEI family,
Greetingsin the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

My thanksand gratitudeto Rev. Dr. Akheto Sumi who hastaken
thisinitiative of reconnecting theformer CBCNEI leaderswith
the Baptist Newsreaders. It has been amost 69 monthssincel
wrote the last editoria as the General Secretary/Editor the
Baptist News. | am delighted to be reconnected.

| am currently engaged broadly in Northern Indiasupervisinga
committed team of 60 associates. The Lord has helped us to
reach out few unreached areasthrough radio, social, and printed
mediaministry. We have been ableto train thousands of young
pastors and leaders. This has not been possible without the
support of my dedicated wife Dr. AsanglaAo and the mission
minded friends who have put their trust on me. | am just
delighted to see few new churches started and old churches
reinvigorated. The Spirit of God isat moveand weareprivileged
to step in with Him. What excites me more is to see Baptist
churchestaking thelead in such an endeavor in the unreached
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places. We must continue the legacy of being pioneer in
reaching the unreached. | fully affirm the General Secretary of
Baptist WorldAlliance, Rev. Elijah Brown, who often exhort,
“Every Baptist amissionary.”

| am also glad to inform you that the Baptist World Alliance
has invited me to Chair the BWA Commission on
Transformational Leaders for 2020 - 2025. | am thankful to
Rev. Elijah Brown the General Secretary BWA and the Rev.
Vesekhoyi Tetseo, the General Secretary of APBF, who have
put their trust on me. Having served BWA for the last two
guinguenniumin BWA Commission on Theological Education
and Ministry, thisisanother big honorary responsibility. | shall
appreciate your prayers for me, my wife, and my fellow
associates.

May the good Lord blessyou all inyour serviceto the Lord.

“Life can be much broader once you discover one simple fact:
Everything around you that you call life was made up by people
that were no smarter than you and you can change it, you can
influence it, you can build your own things that other people
can use. Once you learn that, you’ll never be the same again”.
- SeveJobs
January - June 2020 5
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Pilgrimage of Jus-
tice and Peace — A
Reflection

Rev Dr Solomon Rongpi, former General Secretary of CBCNEI and
currently the Senior Pastor of Diphu Baptist Church, Diphu

| am sothankful to God for the privilegeand opportunity giventometo
become one of the members of the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace
Reference Group (PJPRG) of theWorld Council of Churches(WCC).
TheCentrd Committeeat the 10" Assembly of the WCC held at Busan,
South Koreain 2013 hasformed thisgroup. Even beforethe Council
of Baptist Churchesin North East India(CBCNEI), wastakentofull
membership (which happened in 2016), | have been inducted asa
member of the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace Reference Group
(PIPRG) representing India and Asia. The main purpose and
responsibility of thisgroup isto research the problems and i ssues of
different regionsof theworld by visiting thewounded peoplesand that
thegroup will recommend or advisethe Genera Secretary of theWorld
Council of Churchesfor considering plan of actionsduring the Centra
Committee meetingsand finally present therecommendationsat the
11" Assembly whichwill be held at Karlsruhe, Germany in 2021, to
addressal theissuesthat theworldisfacing today. Themessageof the
10" Assembly of the WCC is mentioned here below for your kind
knowledge and understanding.
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“We intend to move together.

Challenged by our experiencesin Busan,

we challenge all people of good will

to engage their God-given gifts in transforming actions.

This Assembly callsyou to join usin pilgrimage.

May the churches be communities of healing and compassion,
and may we see the Good News

so that justice will grow and God's deep peace rest on theworld.”
—Message of the 10" Assembly of theWorld Council of Churches

Since 2014, study and reflection have been done on what it meansto
be on apilgrimage of justice and peacefor the churchestoday. The
Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace-Reference Group (PJPRG) and the
Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace-Theol ogical Study Group (PIJP-TSG)

have organized our work asapilgrimage, by forming Pilgrim Team
Visgitsaround theworld. During the annual meetings, we havelistened

to voi ces, shared experiences and wisdom, and cel ebrated spiritual

momentswithlocal communities, who experienceinjusticeand violence
inmany different forms,; 2016 inIsragl/Palestine, 2017 in Nigeria(and
other placesinAfrica), 2018in Colombia, 2019in Thailand (and other

placesinAsia), and 2020 Fiji (and other placesin the Pacific). During
thisPilgrimage, four crucia themeshave emerged, whichwereraised
indifferent waysby the diverse hosting communities, yet pointingtoa
common agendafor theecumenical Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace:

Truthand Trauma

Land and Displacement
Gender Justice

Racia Judtice.

1 Message of the WCC 10% Assembly, 2013, https://www.oikoumene.org/en/
resour ces/documents/assembly/2013-busan/adopted-documents-statements/
message-of-the-wcc-10"-assembly
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Ineach“gation” of the Algrimage, werevisited thethemesand reflected
onthemtheologically —inlight of an emerging ‘ ecumenical theology
of companionship’. Economic greed, and the related human-made
climate change, areroot causes of forced migration and displacement,
along with strugglesfor land and natural resources. Very often, the
violenceexperienced resultsinlong-termtrauma. Inthesearch for human
dignity and alife of peacewith justice, individua sand communitiesin
al partsof theworldfight for gender justiceandracid justice. —Inthis
regard, the four identified themes are concrete expressions and
illustrations of thefoci proposed by the WCC Central Committee at
the beginning of our common journey: “ Asaseven-year programme
emphads, the pilgrimageof justiceand peace will combinecommunity-
based initiativesand nationd andinternational advocacy for Just Peace,
focusing onlife-affirming economies, climate change, nonviolent pesce-
building and reconciliation, human dignity...” 2

Themost recent Pilgrim Team Visitsand Reference Groups meeting
washeldinFiji Idandsat Suvaand | would want to concentrate more
of thisvigtinthisreflection. Therewerefour teamswith different themes.
My team was composed of myself asthe Team L eader, representing
the Baptist Church, Rev. Dr. Kim Jin'Yang, United M ethodist Church,
South Korea, representative from the WCC Staff, Rev. Dr. Robra
Martin, a German Pastor, representative from the WCC Staff, and
Mrs. Margarita Nelyubova, representing the Orthodox Church of
Russia, Mr. Andres Pacheco L ozano, representing Mennonite Church
in Columbia. My team concentrated on the theme, “Land and
Digplacement”.

M eetingswith the People:

Our PTV wasaccompanied by Mr. Netani Rikaand Mrs. Julie Chang
from the Pacific Council of Churches (PCC) and Mr. Kositatino
Tikomaibolatagane from the CaritasFiji of the Catholic Archdiocese of

2 An Invitation to the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, WCC Central Committee

2014, https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central -

committee/geneva-2014/an-invitati on-to-the-pilgrimage-of-justice-and-peace
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Suva. Our team focused on land, displacement, and indigenousrights
inFiji. Thevidgt programincluded two different fishing communities
(VMotuaand Natalaeira) and ameeting with theleadersof anindigenous/
farmer community (Namosi), all which areaccompanied by Caritas
Fiji and the Pacific Council of Churches. Thevisit of thetwo fishing
communitieswas marked by awarm wel coming, symbolized by the
celebration of the Sevusevu (traditiona protocol for being accepted as
vidgtorsof thecommunity). After thesevusevu and anintroduction from
the PTV members, the dialogue with the groups began while sharing
thetraditional kava (root-based drink that issocially shared by the
communitiesintheir socia-halls, creating the spacefor the sharing of
stories). A group of around 20-30 peopl e participated in these meetings,
in both casesthere were more men than women, but it was particularly
inVotuawhere the voi ces of women were heard and fundamenta in
the sharing of the experiences and hopes of the community.

Although athird visit to thevillage of Namaos had been scheduled, the
heavy rainsof the previous day and the uncertainty about the severity
of thecyclonethat had arrived at Fiji led to the decision of cancelling
thisvigt. Instead, agroup of leaders of the community (whoresidein
Suvaand who are part of the Tikina Namosi Landowners Committee
-TNLC) wasinvited to sharetheir experiencesin adialoguewith usat
Pecific Theological College (PTC). Thisdel egation was composed by
4 men, among whichweresomeof thefounding membersof the TNLC.

Brief Description of the Situation in Fiji

Thethreecommunitieswemet areamong many other that havewitnessed
the environmental damage and have been directly affected by the
extractive/mining projectsin Fiji. In\btua, a“new” black-sand mining
project (thelease was approved back in 2012 but the extraction began
only inAugust 2019) has becomethe main concern. Theextraction of
black sand consistsin digging up the seabed with powerful machinery
in order to obtain rich minerals (iron/magnesium in particular). A
Separation ismade between theminera sand the sand ontheextraction
side; theresidual sand isreturned to the ocean, but now containing

January - June 2020 9



Baptist News
chemicalsthat have been used for the separation process. Thishas
caused animportant damageto theecosystem, dtering theties, increasing
the chances of flooding and diminishing the numbersof fishes, crabs
andturtles. Thisprojectisrun by theAustraian-based company “ Amex
Resources’ in partnershipwith Chineseinvestors.

Natalaeira hasbeen particularly affected by thegravel extraction project
taking placein the Dawasamu river (about 3 kilometres up-mountain
from thel ocation of the community), whichisperformed by Gold Rock
Investment Limited (Chinesecompany). Thisgravel extraction produces
lotsof silt (mod) that ends covering the seabed (most specifically the
corals) thereby destroying the habitat of different sea animals,
fundamental for both the ecosystem but a so for thefood security of the
community.

Namos isanindigenous/farmer community that hasbeen affected for
52 yearsof exploration/exploitation of theland for the extraction of
different mineras(copper, grave, gold, among others). Differently from
theother groups, animportant part of thiscommunity islocated inthe
mountainsof Mti Levu. Someof theenvironmental implicationsof the
mining project includethe contamination of riversand streams (poisoned
res dueresulting from mining activitieshasbeen depositin water-sources
inthemountains), loss of ancestral trees, and loss of floraand fauna
bothinthejungleandtherivers.

All theextractive projectsidentified have been licensed by the Fijian
government, regardless of the communities’ repetitive complainsand
petitionsand in direct contradi ction with thediscourse sustained by the
government to theinternational community intermsof their effortsin
fighting climate change. Although studies of potentia environmental
impactsand consultationswithlocal communitiesare mandatory for
theapproval of extractive projects(i.e. leasing of theland/sea), these
conversations(when carried out) havebeen superficid, have misguided/
misinformed the community, and haveincluded aseriesof unfulfilled
agreements. Someof the promisesthat have been madebut partialy or
not fulfilled include economi c compensation, employment, plans of
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rehabilitation of the affected ecosystems and improvement of the
infrastructureand overal livelihood of thecommunities.

Form of injustice, violence, or oppression and how to address
them:

Themost fundamentd injusticethat became evident from thedialogue
with thecommunitiesistheincreasingly irreversible destruction of the
ecosystem caused by the extractive projects. The more that these
activitiesare carried out (whether itisafew months, likeinthe case of
Votuaand Natalaeira, or years, likein Namosi), themoredifficult it
will befor natural mechanismsof rehakilitation/cleaning of theland and
sea (such asthe arrival of cyclones) and for human tools (such as
machinesthat hel p cleaning the seabed) to mitigate/repair the damage
that has already been done.

These impact on the environment have subsequently altered the
livelihood of people. For fishing communities such as Votua and
Natalaeira, whofor generationshavelivedin closeréation/dependence
with theriver and the seaand who havelearned how to livefrom the
sea-products (especiadly fish and crab), thishasmeant that their food-
security and basic meansof income (meninthe communitieslivefrom
fishing on the river and the sea, while women are able to sustain
themselvesand their househol ds by fishing closeto the seashore) have
been compromised. Thishasforced them to either look for alternative
means of income or to move up-river or moredeeply into the sea(thus
generating additiona cogtsintermsof trangportation aswell asincreasing
therisksfor thelivesof people) in order to be ableto survive. Other
means of income for the communities have been also affected. For
instance, thecommunity of Natalaiera hasseen adiminishing of vidts
of tourists, which used to provide additional incometo thecommunity.
Touristsvisted thevillagefor being closeto thefamousareainthe sea
named “Moon Reef”, whereit used to be possibleto watch thousands
of dolphins during the day and natural birthing place. The gravel
extraction has affected thisnatural zone, and thereby the presence of
dolphins (along with other animals) inthat area. Thishasresultedinthe

diminishing of visit of tourists, and therefore hasfurther compromised
January - June 2020 11
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the subsistence of thecommunity.

Thelivelihood of these communitieshasa so been affected by theway
inwhich the notion of ownership of thewater/land has been altered.
Thesefishing and indigenouscommunitieshave passed frombeing able
tomovefredy and liveinjudt-relationswith theenvironment asawhole
to having their movement limited by the privatization (leasing) of land
and sea. An expression of thisinjusticewas experiencedin \Votua, as
the PTV delegation traveling in a boat with members of the local

community wereintercepted (whilevigting theareaof extraction at the
sea) by alarger boat with security of the company. The security
personnel argued that our presence (but moreimportantly, the presence
of thefisherman) inthat particul ar sea-areaisprohibited sinceitisa
“private property”.

Thedisruption of therelation between ancestral /indigenouscommunities
with the land/water has been aggravated by the existence of legal

frameworks (both at aconstitutional and judicial level) that favoured
theexploitation of minerasin detriment of peopl€ srights. Theleaders
of Namosi explained how theFijianlegidationisrootedinthemining
act that datesback to the colonia times (which hasreceived only minor
amendmentsinthefollowing years) and does not fully recognizethe
Indigenouscommunities’ rightsand their ownership of theland. The
condtitution of 2013 give* customary rights’ but not “ ownershiprights’

to these communities, which implies, among other things, that the
government has control and can lease the soil beyond 6 feet
underground, disrupting and violating theindigenousunderstanding that
seestheland/water sourcesasawhole, asanindivisibleunity.

Thethree communitieshave sought to resist the consequencesof these
extractive practi cesthrough documenting theenvironmenta and socia
impacts and seeking to advocate to the Fijian government. Herethe
support and accompaniment of organizations such as CaritasFiji and
PCC hashbeen key. Morethan seeking for economic compensation for
thedamage done (dthough thiscouldin many casesprovideanimportant
immediate assistance to the basic needs of the community), these
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communitiesadvocatefor the ceasing of the exploitative practicesin
order to protect the different ecosystems. A good example and
ingpirationintermsof resstanceisthe TNLC. Different strategiesare
carried by thislocal organization in order to promotethe unity of the
community, document theactionsof themining companiesintheregion,
monitor and prevent the practices of the community itself which can
endanger the environment, and creating spacesfor political advocacy
(TNLC hasbeen ableto influence even articles of the congtitution of
2013 and has met with the Prime Minister on acouple of occasions).
Thegovernment systematically downplaysthe complex relationships
withinthe ecosystems, but follows purposely astrategy inthe defence
of the companiesand their practices.

Thethreedimensions- celebratingthegifts, visiting thewounds,
and transformingtheinjustices:

Inthemeetingswith the communitiesof Votua, Natalaeraand Namos,
it wasto identify thethree dimensions. Inregard to thevia positiva,
the first element that became evident was the interconnectedness
between these communitieswith nature, particularly with water, which
becomesacongtitutived ement of their identity. A good exampleof this
profound connection is contained in the motto of TNLC (Namosi)
“theland of our hearts, the lands of our soul”. Thisbond has been
trandated into indigenouswisdom intermsof how tointerpret/read the
signsof nature. For instance, the community of Nataleiraisableto
predict/estimatethe severity of thecyclonesbased onthekind of fishes
that arrive (or do not arrive) tothe seashorein certain timesof theyear.
Thisgift of theinterconnection with theland/water (relationthat canbe
identified by the gift of interconnectedness and God'sgoal of just-
relationshipsbetween humansand therest of creation) and thewisdom
that emergesfrom it has given the community the possibility to trace
very closely any changesin nature and to be conscious about them.

A second element of the via positiva identified was the communal
understanding of life, marked by the communities’ sharing, solidarity
and hospitality, which was expressed/extended to usasvisitors. This
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communal lifewas symbolized in the sharing of kava but alsointhe
way inwhich people spoke not only about themsel ves but al so about
thelifeinthe community, their ancestorsand the next generations.

And third, it was possible to recognize in the community of Votua,
particularly inthewomen, astrong sense of identity and acknowledgment
of ther gifts. “I’'mgifted with fishing”, onewoman said. Thisrootedness
intheir giftsgivewomen the possibility to havetheir voicesheard and
“navigate’ inapatriarcha society. Furthermore, itisthisgift of fishing
what giveswomen the possibility of being relatively economically
independent and being ableto carefor their households.

Intermsof thevia negativathree particular aspects became evident.
Thefirst wound detected on the communitieswasthe destruction of
ecosystems which subsequently threateng/alters the bond between
people and land/water. The very identity and livelihood of these
communitiesiscompromised asthe extractive projectsforcethemto
look for aternative meansof subs stence. Anexampleof thiswasgiven
by awomanin \btua, who said in our conversation: “ 1’ ve been getting
crab for 30 years. Nowwhen | gototheisland [asmall island close
to the black sand extraction site] there are no more. | need to find
other means of income. | now have to go to town and make juice
tosell”. Therelation of thefishing communitieswith theriver-sea,
economic gability, rhythmof life, socid dynamics, and overdl surviva
of people have been aready affected.

A second wound caused by the action of the extractive companies
(and their relationswith the government) has been thedivision of the
communities, between|eadersand peoplewhofavour themining-activity
(having in mind promises of economic benefits) and those otherswho
res s itscontinuation. Thisdivisonof community alowsthecontinuation
of these projects, and therefore has become a strategy they seemto
implement systematically.

Andthird, therewasasenseof “beingleft done’ detected inthedifferent
groups. For instance, the communities of Votua and Nataleira
expressed their fear that with such arapid deterioration of the conditions
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(within only afew monthsand coupl e of yearsof the beginning of the
extraction, respectively), the concernsabout surviva will not beonly
for the generationsto come, but a so for the upcoming months/years.
Thissenseof “being left alone”’ isreinforced by theminimal response
from the government (which favours the interests of the mining
companies) and thelack of concrete measuresto stop and reversethe
damage have created asituation where people”just gowith theflow”,
without having expectationsof things changing soon. For example, the
community of Natalaeirashared how regardlessof their effortsto make
petitionsto the government, there was no response fromtheir side.
Furthermore, members of this group commented that even if the
company would betakento court for their destructive action, it would
not necessarily securethe cease of gravel extraction. There have been
other cases in which courts have order companies to stop the
exploration/exploitation. However, after aday or two of ceasing the
activities, these companieshavere-engaged with their normal activities,
thusignoring the court orders. Thisshowsthat there’sno accountability
for the actions of the companies.

Finally, experiences that seek to transform the injustices (via
transformativa) wereidentifiedinthethreecommunities. Firgt, it was
possibleto recognize effortsto work on the unity of the community:
whilecommunal lifeispart of celebrating the gifts, thedisruptionand
brokennessof rel ationshipsbrought by extractive project hasa so made
clear theneed not only to celebratethisgift but dsotowork inmaintaining
and restoring the unity of thecommunity. A good exampleinthisregard
isthe efforts carried by awomen’sgroup in Votua, which functions
regardless of the differences between clans and positions of male
leadership. Thefact that women are ableto meet and dialoguewhile
men cannot isan expression, on the one hand, of empowerment and a
clear vision of what isneeded in order to transform the realities of
brokenness of relationshipsand, on the other hand, asign of hopefor
thewholecommunity.

Second, the ancestral/indigenouswisdom of the communitiesenables
them to assess and document the environmental and social impact of
January - June 2020 15
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extractive projects, which serves as foundation for their advocacy
actions. A good exampl e of thisorganization of thecommunity inorder
to document and advocateisthe TNL C (Tikina Namos Landowners
Committee), which wasformedin 2009 (officialy recognizedin 2012)
asasign of how the peopleresist theenvironmental/socia injustices of
miningwhileseekingtotranformthosevery redities. Themultiplestages
and levelsof action planned by the TNL C (which include monitoring
theimpactson theenvironment, working onthe unity of thecommunity,
and advocating to the national government) is a sign of hope that
dialogue, diplomacy and negotiation are means that can bring
transformationto thecurrent situation. Whilenot all therequestsof the
community have been met by the government, their relentless
determination and their nurturing of arepresentativeleadership (dl mgor
sectors of the community support the action of TNLC) has hel ped
them uniting more ascommunity aswell as having the possibility to
havetheir voicesheard. Thisresistanceisrooted intheir faithin God:
that God gives the energy and strength to resist and endure in this
particular struggle of thecommunity. Even though the Catholic church
(themagority of theNamos community identifiesthemsalvesasCatholic)
had initialy dismissed the claims, her role haschanged in recent times,
thanksto the new archbishop of Suvaand hisexplicit commitment to
fight for environmental justice, and has been further inspired by the
willingnessand disposition of Pope Francisand the Vatican to engage
with thetopic of climate change.

And third, the communitieshavefound crucial supportin CaritasFiji
and PCC. Thissupport has been expressed in documenting the cases
(different documentariesdescribing the situation of thecommunitiesare
availableinYoutube, aswell asother written articlesmateria®) aswdll
asinaccompaniment of thesethree communities.

3 See “Heartless Mining “ (https: //www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BDQFA1Y3FeQ) and “ Mother Land “ (https://www.youtube.conV
watch?v=gm-VgXzZYmyl)
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Overall Message:

Whilefishing andindigenousfarmer communitiesin Fiji such as\otua,
Natalaeira, and Namos witnessto the possibility of livinginjustice
and peace with nature (with the land and sea), extractive projects
(financed by investorsof countrieswhich have banned or limited these
extractivepracticesintheir ownterritory such asby Audtrdiaand Ching)
have brought disruption and brokennessto both the environment and
to these very communities. The damages created by the extractive
activitieshasincluded thedteration of the ecosystems characterized by
thediminishing and/or eradication of flora, faunaand sealife (fishes,
crabs, turtles), the contamination of water-sources and the ocean, and
the overall alteration of natural cycles. All these impacts have
subsequently compromised thelivelihood of thefishing communities
for which themeansof incomeand their very survival depend onwhat
they canreceive/get fromtheriver and sea. Thepresenceof themining-
project has divided the communities, which has created the need for
working on unity and restoration of relationships. Thewomen'srolein
meeting asagroup regardlessof thedifferencesin \btua, theexperience
of TNLC in Namosi and the role of the churches supporting the
communitiesaresignsof hopeinthe midst of theseinjustices. Caritas
Fiji and the Pacific Council of Churchesareworking in documenting
theenvironmental and socia consequencesof the extractive practices
withthegoal of advocating on anational/internationa level. TheFijian
government might beespecidly receptiveto thevoicesfrominternationd
community. Advocacy can bemadeby pointing out totheincons stencies
betweenthegovernmenta discourse (directed towardstheinternational
community) of environmental protection asameasure against climate
changeand their leasing of seafor mining purposeswhich haveclear
environmenta and socia consequences. Heretheroleof theinternationd
community (WCC and its member churches) iscrucial in order to
support theseadvocacy initiatives.

Our focusduring our PTV wason land and displacement. Different
reflections emerged from the dial ogues with the communitiesin Fiji.

First, the bond between the fishing communities and nature becomes
January - June 2020 17
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aninvitationtowiden the notion of interconnectednesswith cregtion, in
termsof not only recognizing the connection between“ peoplewith the
soil” but dso*the peopleand thewater (river/sea)” . Any understanding
of the land and displacement that does not include the river/seais
thereforeincompleteor partia at itsbest. Furthermore, thisconnection
between water/land and peopleisthe foundation for theidentity of
many communities, whichimpliesthat any affection or disruption of this
interconnectionwill have animpact onthe congtruction of their identity.

Second, thewisdom of theindigenous communities hasinvited usto
see, appreciate and learn to honour how nature has her own ways of
healing: intheland and sea cyclones can be both asource of concern
(in terms of the potential destruction it could bring to houses and
infrastructure, aswell asintherisk they can posefor human lives) but
also aprocessof “cleaning” of theland/water, an opportunity for a
“new beginning”. The mining project, therefore, not only affect the
Immediate ecosystemsin which they are carried but also damagethe
natural rhythmsand the self-healing capacity of nature.

Third, the dialogueswith the communitiesrai sed questions about the
way inwhich displacement isconceptualized. While none of thethree
communitieswe met has been formally displaced, the deterioration of
their livelihood brought by the extractive projects can lead to
displacement. Small sgnsof apotentia displacement are seen dready,
inasmuch asthe community need to travel longer distancesto find the
fishes and crabs that were more accessible in former times (the
community wasformed around these sources) or by the need to find
alternative sources of incomein other villagesor cities. One of the
members of the community of Votuareported how they, asfishing
community, need “to follow the fish” wherever they go. This posts
question about whether displacement isto beunderstood exclusively in
termsof re-location of people/communities, or if thesegpparently “ small”
changesor adjustmentsin the patterns of the community could already
beseen asformsof forced diplacement. Inamilar lines, it wasinteresting
to notethat al theleadersfrom TNLC residein Suva(not in Namosi),
sncethey havebeen offered public positions. Canthisredlity (of having
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leadersof the community leavinginthecity) beinterpreted asasign of
displacement?

Andfourth, that theextracting activitiescompromisetheindependence
that the* gift of fishing” hasgiventowomen (economicaly and socidly)
stress the need to consider an intersectional approach in order to
consider these four themes. Here, gender justice and land and
displacement dligned, intermsof recognizing thet theextractiveactivities
have aparticularly strong impact on thelivesof women. Inadditionto
seeking to offer support to the communitiesin general, walking in
solidarity with women meansto ook at these concreterealitieswith
specid attention and consideration.

RecommendationstotheCentral Committeeof theWorld Council
of Churches:

1) Recommendtothe RGPJP of the WCC tofollow-up on Caritas
and the Pacific Council of Churches on the documentation of
theexperiencesof thesethreeaffected communities, and support
actionsof political advocacy totheFijian governmentinthis
regard as advised/recommended by them. Thiscould beaway
to expresssolidarity with thecommunitiesof Votua, Natalaeira
and Namosi and way to respond to their pleafor concrete and
promptly actions.

2) Facilitateand promoteadial oguewith the Central Committee
(CC) of the WCC membersof the Pacific and therepresentative
of the pacific presenting onthenext Centra Committeemeeting
inMarch 2020, in order to bring forth the storiesand needs of
these communitiesin Fiji regarding land, displacement and
indigenousrights.

3) Inspired and chalenged by thevisitstothecommunitiesin Fiji,
it has become clear the need to consider their experiencesas
the WCC is preparing to assess, revise and plan for the

upcoming yearsregardingitsstrategy on the protection of the
environment. So far, animportant part of the effort of WCC
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has been concentrated on thework with articul ating with the
UN mechanisms, but thisoften meansthat the accompaniment
of grass-root levels and communities has been weak. A
methodol ogy/strategy requiresacomplementarity betweena
human-rights approach as well as on the need of walking/
accompanying thechurchesand communitiesonalocal level.
Thisneedstoinfluencethe methodol ogy and programming of
the WCC intheupcoming years.

e

“ Associations are reminded that one selected nominee from
each Association would be given a 50% Tuition Fee
Scholarship. In the event where an Association does not
nominate any candidate, NECU might decide in
offering that Scholarship to any deserving candidate not
necessarily from the Association’s jurisdiction.”
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“The Church’s Response to
Climate Change in
Northeast | ndia”

(For tolivelifein all its
fullness)

Mr. Phungreiso Varu, CASA NEI, Guwahati.

| ssues:

Northeast India(NEI) isahometo about 45 million people (approx)
comprisesthe eight states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur,
Meghaaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripuraand Skkim. TheNEl ishighly
prone to the consequences to climate change because of its geo-
ecological fragility, strategic location vis-&visthe eastern Hima ayan
landscape and international borders, itstrans-boundary river basins
anditsinherent socio-economicingabilities. Environmenta security and
sugtainability of theregion aregrestly chalenged by theseimpacts Initia
scientific research and field observations confirm that theregionis
suffering fromtheimpactsof climate changeaready. Duetoitsunique
location and topography it has distinct precipitation and drainage
patterns. From March to May, thunderstorms contribute about 20% of
annual rainfall. From Juneto September, monsoon rainssupply another
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70%. The monsoon season ismarked by frequent floods, landslides,
soil erosion asmelting Himalayan snow and torrential rainsfeed the
maestic BrahmaputraRiver.

Climate change has dramati c impacts on natural resources, economic
activities, food security, hedth and physicd infrastructureinthenortheast
region of India. Thechurchesin Northeast Indiafacesnew challenges;
theimpact of climate change claimsthelivesof many congregations
familiesand churchesresponseto climate change waslimited while
churches were considered as key actors for socio-economic
development, palitical, health and environment intheregion. Thethreat
isespecidly great wherever congregations and marginalized people's
livelihoodsare particularly dependent on natural resources(land, water
and community forestswith high biodiversity). Inthesevulnerablearess,
climate adaptation measuresare of central importancefor theprotection
of rural livelihoods and for ensuring sustainabl e devel opment.

However, over thelast decades, the churches have played significant
role-articulatingitsvison and drawing linkageswith spiritud principles
and modern chalengesthat illuminate humanrespongbilitiesand highlight
what prioritiesare needed for tackling climate change. Churcheshave
created spacefor dialoguein partnership with government’sleadership,
civil society organizationsand other takeholdersinNE Indiaand CASA
hasbeen instrumenta into taking stronger tandsand measuresthat are
more ambitious collectively onissue of climate change. Thisarticle
exploresthepromising practices, “ Churches responseto climatechange
inNE India’ and advocatefor strengthening collaborative partnership
and churchesengagement for sustainableand long-lasting resuilts.

Project Activities:

CASA havebeen addressing climate change since 2010in the northeast
region (Assam, Manipur, Meghdaya, Mizoram and Nagaland), linking
climate changeto environment, economic justice and peaceissuesand
NEI church leader’ sconsultation on climate changewas organized as
fountainhead. The project activitiesrangefrom policy adviceat the
regiona and statelevel, todirect local church support and thecreation
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of partnershipsand networksin theregion and beyond. Additionally,
the project appliesarange of human, institutional and local capacity
development measures.

Asaresult of constructive recommendationsand continuous support
from CASA, “Regiona Cooperation for People’'s Empowerment
(RECOPE)” came into existence for the Northeast. CASA and
RECOPE in collaboration continued to extend strategic directionto
NEI Church Leadersand facilitated the processes ensuring consistent
commitment to tackleclimate changeintheir respective statesand local
churches. Over theyears, various church council/associationsin NEI
accomplishesseriesof consultation, convention on climate changewith
churchg leeders, inter-churchescoordinationfor climatechangeactivities,
devel oped policy and programmeson climate change and environment,
local churches awareness programs, communication resources,
educational support system for Sunday school teachersand students
on climate change, green Sunday observed by churchesevery year
including financia and materia ssupport toloca churchesfromtimeto
time

Best practices:

Inspired by the Biblical truth and understanding that the obligation lies
with human in protecting the Creation of God (Universe) andto act as
insgrumentsinfacilitating lifewith dignity and livelifeindl itsfullness;
Manipur Baptist Convention (MBC) and Nagaland Baptist Church
Council (NBCC) resolved to adopt aclimate change and environment
policy aiming to sustain holistic and prophetic ministry of thechurch
aigning withtheir conventionand council visonand missonof faithin
action.

S.No. Convention/Council Associations  Churches Members

1 Manipur Baptist Convention 2 14702 20190

2 Nagaland Baptist Churches Council 24 1634 62,8192
Total 53 3,906 84,8382

Source: CBCNElI, 2020
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Some of the policy efforts that are worth considered as best
practices.

A committeecaled” Social and Environmental Service (SES)”
congsting of seven memberswith at-least threewomen set upindl
the Associationsand Churcheswhich looked after the social and
environmental issuesat thelocad level.

SES attended and organized regular conferences, workshops/
seminars, trainingson environment and dimate changeand equipped
Associationsand Church members.

Green Sunday: All the

churchesobserved 1st Sunday

of June every year as“Green

Sunday” in honor of God's

creation and for the

enhancement of protection of

natures and environment with

variousmeaningful activities.

Awareness & Tree

Plantation Season: Theseason

beginning from Marchtill June

of every year is declared as

“ AwarenessBuilding and Tree

Pantation Season” in order to enhance awareness on environment
by encouraging peopl €' sparticipation asresponsible stewardsin
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caring the natures.

I ncor por ation of environmental lessonsin Sunday schoal: All
Associations churcheshaveincorporated/integrated somelessons
on environment, ecology and climate changein the Sunday school
curriculumfor al classes.

Hunting of wild

animals and birds:

M easures have taken

and controlled hunting

of wild animals and

birdsto bring harmony

with nature. Members

of Churches are

prohibited hunting during mating
Seasons.

Fishing: Fishing by means of
Explosives, Dynamoand Chemicds
suchaslndrine, Insecticideetc., has
been declared as offence; because
they not only harm the bio-
ecosystem but a so indicate lack of
mordity by annihilatinglivingbeings
that arenot necessarily fishand aso
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harmful for consumption. Fishing during breeding seasonsistotaly
prohibited in many member churches.

Climate Changerelated actions: TheAssociation and
Churchescommitted to cutting carbon footprint, hel ping mitigate
climate change and educating its congregation adapt theimpact
of climate change. Forest fireandjhum cultivationisdragtically
reduced and regeneration of forest isin progressby way of
protection and plantation.

Community Reserved For est: TheAssociationsand Churches
have appealed every village and town to have“ Reserved Forest”

and encouraged to plant and preserveindigenousfloraand fauna.
Moreover, wanton burning of forest/wild fireand cutting of trees

fromthereserved forests has been declared asan offence.

Waste Management: The Churches have declared littering and
dumping of wasteinrivers, streamsand open spacesasunethical,
discouraged use of biodegradableitemsin any functionssuch as
plastics& plastic bottlesand simultaneoudy declare maintaining of
garbage under sustai nabl e waste management asan obligation of
the Church.
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L essons |ear ned:

Churcheshave played outstanding congtructiverolein creating enabling
environment for the Northeast Region including Government, civil
societies, associations and churches, and especially rural poor and
marginalized group of society by providing appropriate space and
education, addressing myriad issues of climate change that affects
everyone'slife; Established strong relationship with Civil societiesand
other key stakeholdersand individuals;, Digtinctly recognized Church
Institutionsasessential contributorsin controlling and mitigating the
impacts of climate change in NE India. However, an appropriate
systematic partnership with governments, civil societiesand other
stakehol dersneedsto be strengthening asan urgent call to action. Hence,
thepolicy effort to engage Churches council/associ ation askey partners
and player inimplementing nationd, regional and state climate change
and environmental policy and programmesareinevitable.

Sour ces:

I SPRS Archives XXXVI11-8/W3 Workshop Proceedings: Impact of Climate
Change on Agriculture

World Council of Churches: Human Rights Council, Geneva, February 6,
2015

Manipur Baptist Convention: Environment & climate policy, 2015
https://www.nbcc-nagaland.org/

https: //www.eacinet.org/mbc.php/

CASA's policy and position paper on climate change: final draft
CASA-NEI Report/ Communication/Documentation 2010-15........

3

“There o nothing ecther good or bad, but thinking makes it ¢o. "
 Welliam Shatkespear
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My Memorable10Yearsin CBCNEI

January - June 2020



Baptist News
Council. Had | beencaledfor interview with the other two greet |eaders,
| would have never appeared for theinterview. So | cameand joined
the Council inthemonth of May 2010 with great excitement.

Inthe Office Knownfor itslegacy, | cameinwith great expectation
to do the best | can asthe Lord leads. | was not disappointed, but
surprised that therewasnofile, no computer and nomissionpolicy laid
down,; just anempty tableand achair. | went through the Consgtitution
and sarted praying to God to givemeclear visonwherel should begin
andend. Thefirgt thing | did wascdled for aconsultation for all Misson
Secretariestolisten to them and see how the Council can beof helpto
them. They shared their precious thoughts and | know what | am
supposed to do. | aso requested the Executive Committeeto include
all Convention Mission Secretariesin the Mission Board for better
coordination and cooperation. Thisworked very well, and | am thankful
to the Executive Committeefor accepting thisproposal.

Few new initiativesundertaken are:

1. CDW Concept: Becauseof thethreatsand for better mission
work inbuilding relationshipinthemissonfie ds, wedevel oped
aconcept where missionariesand evangelistsaregiven the
designation as Community Development Workers (CDW).
They were trained on Development concept through our
partners. Aswegivethem CDW identity cards, they werea so
trained on some skillssuch asfarming and animal husbandry.
Wea so come up with project support to suit their designation.

2. Mission Policy: Clear Mission policy waslaid down so that
weknow theroles of the mission department of the Council,
Conventions and Associations. This has helped us to not
duplicate and overlap thework in mission but cooperate and
support each other much better.

3. Missionary Training Programs: Other than the usual
missionary training program, weasointroduced trainingssuch
asEnglish Teachers Training, BusinessasMission and Cross
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cultural trainings. Thisisto enable our missionariesto go to
other countriesas Englishteacherswherethereare demands,
especially Eastern Asian Countries. Thisway they cangoto
different countriesand servetheLord.

. Missionary Care Training: Missionary CareT raining was

new to many of our Associationsand Churchesthough few
wereaware of. All mission secretarieswerefirst called and
giventhistraining, and they arenow training their churcheson
how we need to care our missionaries.

. Partnership: Lookingintothe need of our churches, wewere

abletointroduce 8 misson organizationsto partner themin our
missionwork. Our churcheshave benefitted alot throughthis

partnership.

. Strategic Engagement Mission Strategy: Burdened by the

vast unreached nationswithin India, we developed astrategy
where every Associationwill be engaged with one unreached
nation so that therewill be equal distribution of laborersand
therewill be no confusion and conflict inthe mission fields.
Over 70 Associationshavetaken the pledgeto pray for specific
unreached nation within India. Thishasa so helped ustoreach
more nations (peoplegroups) in our country.

. Mission Handbook: Long awaited, and yet very needed

mission handbook entitled “His story in the history of
CBCNEI Mission” was published where the list of all
evangdistsand miss onaries supported by our Associationsand
thelr missonfieldsarerecorded. Thishelped usto seewhere
our churches are working and the areas where no one is
working. Thiswill help usto connect ourselves better inthe
missonwork.

. Urban Mission: Urban Mission strategy wasnew to many of

our associationsand therefore special urban focused trainings
were conducted and churches were encouraged to focusthe
Urban since more popul ation has been and will be shifting to
theurban areas. Asapilot project, we have started Guwahati
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City Mission supported by the Garo Baptist Convention
Mission Department. Thismission strategy can be used as
our churchesgtartsfocusing urban cities.

Mission L egacy Building: Looking into the needs of our
missionaries and evangelists, where churcheshardly pay any
ministry allowance, we came up with the plan to construct a
building to generateincomefor missionary support. Therefore,
with the kind permission from the Executive Committee, we
aredartingincomegeneraing building. Theincomewegenerate
from thisbuilding will be used to support missionariesand
evangelistssupported by our Churchesand Associations. This
will gotothem asMinistry alowancesand Project supportin
themissonfieds.

My pledge: Though | relinquish my responsibility asMission Secretary
of the Council, | know | am afamily member of the Council, and
therefore, | will makemysalf availableto help our churchesif thereis
any way | can beof somehelp.

Lastly, | want to thank all Secretarieswhom | have worked with, all
staff intheofficefor their cooperation and support. We have one of the
best teams. | A sowant tothank &l Churches, Associations, Conventions
and organization who haveinvited meintheir programsasresource
person or spesker. | am humbled as| recall theloveyou havegivento
me. | can proudly say that | may be oneof themost loved by you all. |
and my family want to say thank youtoyou al. Wearegrestly indebted
toyou. May the Lord richly blessCBCNEI aswe continueto serve
Himfaithfully.

Amen.
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ADVENT OF° 20

Wethstood a year
Hac been a hangover
Hence, the New year
Pre vailing every where
Same time same loun
Drenctiing in new douer
Seems ta be wew pomp
Ao~ Welkin - wnapped with daggling otar
Awaits-Gouna appear
Followed by gracing super a birth
Embnaced sel) the globe to heart
Dee lots and boru
He o but immontal else lone
Uttering menely "#9IS " wame
Turns scnner to Gem
A step into chunch in “Fs name
Be-Found divine touck go claim
Let be fastened ouce ever last term.

- Amal Dey
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KANGPOKPI CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL,
MANIPUR

Kangpokpi Christian Hospita wascaled Mission Hospital Manipur at
first but changed to the present namein 1957-58. It was established by
the pioneer American Baptist Foreign Missionariesway back in 1920
after the First World War. Dr. GG. Crozier and his wife were the
founders. They were sent from Turato help Rev. W. Pettigrew in his
mission work who already set up the Centre at Kangpokpi Mission
Compound.

Itis45kmsfrom Imphd the capita of Manipur ontheN.H. 39, 3kms
northern sdeamidst greentropica forest with pleasant climated | through
theyear. The Mission Compound hasitswater supply sourceaspring
never run dry nor muddy evenin adversewesther.

TheMission Centrewasknown all over Manipur statefor itsmedical
works and other mission activities at that period of time. Leprosy
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treatment Centre wasknown for itsyeoman service. However, the
Centre has been closed down in 1968. Orphanage was al so opened;
many destitute children were given shelter and education. However, in
1956 Foreign Missionarieswere not permitted to stay any longer in
thispart of the country and therefore, respongibilitiesfelt inthehandsof
national doctors. Eventually, Dr. W.G Momin and hiswifewere sent
from Jorhat Christian Hospital to look after the hospital worksin 1956.
In 1968 after hisretirement different doctorswere sent but no onewas
permanently willing to stay. Finaly, Dr.A. Hrahsel and hiswifewas
sent to take over the hospital works, that wasin 1971 as Medical
superintendent. Dr. A. Hrahsdl wasan experience surgeon and hiswife
adedicated staff of Jorhat tried their level best torevitalized theworks
of thehospital and improvement wasseeninal areasof itsactivities.
During histime, Middle School was opened for the staff childrenand
later on upgraded to High School level. Seeing the need for away of
upliftment of thetribal girlsinthefield of education and employment, a
Nursing School was established rendering training for Female Health
Worker (ANM) in 1982. By the grace of God, the School got its
affiliationfrom Indian Nursing Council and Manipur Nursng Council in
2012 with a permission to take 30 students each year. So far more
than 500 studentsgraduated from the school . We have about 30 nursing
studentsat present. Every year inthemonth of July, new admissionis
opened.

After Dr.A. Hrahsd’ sretirement, thehospital cannot beasit wasbefore
because of the upcoming of different high-tech hospitalsand clinicsin
the state but the hospital istill continuing itsmedical servicetothe
needy and poor till today.

The hospital ischaritable, non-profitable and self-support, income
mainly from patients, in-patientsetc. The hospital isunder CBCNEI
and day to day administration is under Administrative Committee
appointed by MBC and CBCNEI.

At present the hospital has 40 bedsand 40 devoted workersbelonging
to different communitieswith 4 doctorsand onevisiting Consultant. In
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2019 we are ableto procured the following new equipment for the
hospitd:

i) Digita X-Ray

ii) Baby Warmer

iii) Phototherapy

iv) CBC Machine

v) Ultrasound

vi) X-Ray Machine 300MA

Thehospitd anditsministry isnow 100 yearsand if God willingwewill
be celebrating Centenary on 318 Oct. 2020. To commemorateits 100
yearsof itsexistence, we have constructed “ Centenary Memorial
Guest House” which need lotsof financial involvement. Therefore, it
isour humblerequest to you all to pray and participatefor thegrand
successof the celebration.

“To do the aseful thing. to say the coumnageous thing. To contemplate the beautiful
thing: that i ensugh for oue man ¢ life.
7.8 Eter,
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NEWS CAPSULES

Seminar on Human Trafficking by Justiceand Peace
Department

The Justice and Peace Department of the Council organized aseminar
onAnti-Human Trafficking on Dec 6, 2019. Human Traffickingisthe
fastest growing crimeand thesecond largestillegal tradeintheworld.
Article 23 of the Congtitution of Indiaprohibitsthetrafficking of human
beingsand forced |abour. North East Indiahaving beautiful natural and
culturd diversity surrounded by the outs der which becomesthe hotspot
and targeted regionfor such evil actions. Therefore, Justice and Peace
Department, CBCNEI keeps tracking and organising awareness
program on Anti-Human Trafficking in different churchesto create
platform and to seriously and honestly deliberate on the issue and
strengthen partnership to cohesively work together in addressing the
issue and thus collectively contributein the prevention, protection and
rehabilitation of trafficking in personsand thusreducetheinvincibility
of theexploitation.
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Shillong Tyrannus Hall New Chaplain:
God provides leadership for

His church and ministries to
continue the legacy of His
faithfulness. This is true in the

life of Shillong Tyrannus Hall

ministry as we install new
Chaplain in the person of Rev

Dr Kansinlung Kamei on 15"

Jan. He was the Academic

Dean at Academy for Theol-

ogy and Mission, Dimapur. His

wife Unice Achumi Kamei is a

Pastoral Ministry experience at
Nagamese Baptist Church

Dimapur. They have two chil-

dren - Jaithuiliu Kamei 10

years old and Gaisuaklung Kamei 6 years old.

3

Monsang Naga Baptist Association Triennial Fellowship: Under the
theme “The joy of serving Christ” (John12:26), the Monsang Association had
their triennial fellowship at Heibunglok Baptist Church during 7-9™ Feb. First
time the Mission Secretary of the Council preached the Word under an um-
brella. In spite of rain, people were attentive and no one moved out of the hall.
It was a blessed fellowship.
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Liangmai Naga Baptist Association (Manipur) Men’s Conference: The
LNBA-M had their men’s conference during 11-14"" Feb under the theme,
“A faithful man” at Malek Baptist Church. Thousands of men gathered for
the conference. They were encouraged to be faithful in their personal
life, relationship with God, family life and in the society.

3

Anal Naga Baptist Association Mission Conference:

The ANBA organized 3 Mission Conference during 25 - 27 Feb at
Thungcheng Baptist Church. The theme of the Conference was, “The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few” (Matt. 9:37). Though it
was called Mission Conference, special emphasis was given to Mis-
sionary Care. The leaders realized they have not cared enough for the
missionaries, and agreed to treat the Missionaries with dignity. The Con-
ference was am eye opener since Missionary care was first introduced
during this conference.
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Consultation on Vision 2020 and beyond:

The KABC had a Consultation program on “Vision 2020 and beyond,” on 27"
Feb at Jirsong Asong, Diphu. Vision 2020 and beyond is a newly adopted
strategy to boost mission and over all development of the KABC and its churches.
The program was attended by Association leaders. Mr. Kamson Rongphar,
Mission Secretary of KABC thoroughly discussed the viability of the vision
concept with the members through interactive sessions. The core substance
of the Vision is to reach the unreached through the thrust of “One Mission” by
all departments under the Convention, Association and Church as well. The
strategic Vision will be further shared for full understanding and cooperation in
church level under every Association.

e

K ABC Executive Committee: The KABC Executive Committeewas
held on 28" Feb at Jirsong Asong from 8:30 AM. During the EC meeting
various agendawere deliberated and planning for 2020 and beyond were
being made. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Nshenthang Rengma,
President of KABC and Mr. Joysing Ronghang, Vice President. Rev.
Davidson Ingti, the General Secretary of KABC took the house through
the prepared agenda during which time, the ownership and financial
support mattersto NECU and financid assstanceto Kangpokpi Christian
Hospital were also requested to the house.

3

Officers’ Tour to WRBA church: Mr. Nshenthang Rengma, the President of
KABC and Rev. Davidson Ingti, General Secretary of KABC and accompanied
by Mr. Monison Teron, Youth Secretary, made an official tour to Longlashongnyu
Baptist Church under Western Rengma Baptist Association (WRBA) on 7t
March, 2020. The next day (Sunday), the team attended worship service.
During worship service, the Youth Secretary spoke on the current ministries of
the KABC followed by God’s message by the General Secretary. The visit of
the team was a blessing to the church members. Mr. Gwasheng Jishing is the
pastor of the said church which has 33 families. The team also visited the
headquarter of WRBA atA-Jongpha and had a brief meeting with the Executive
Secretary of WRBA Mr. Eshachor Rengma over a cup of coffee and sweet
meat.
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40" Annual General Meeting of KABC:

The 40" AGM of KABC was held at Eralibill Garo Baptist Church, Dimapur,
from 13-15 March, 2020. The main theme of the AGM was “Together in
Mission.” Leaders along with delegates from the 13 Associations un-
der KABC attended the program. The theme and topics of this years’
annual meeting primarily focused on One Mission of the KABC “Vision
2020 and beyond's concept. The main speaker, Rev. Dr. Jolly Rimai,
Mission Secretary of the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India
(CBCNEI) spoke on the topics of “Purpose Driven Mission,” “Mandate
on Mission,” and “One in Mission.” Dr. Jolly said that the heart of God for
men is for ALL to be saved from the destruction of sin and hell. “This is
the one and only desire”, he said. For this one purpose, God sent His
Only Son to save men. “For this one reason, God sent us to seek and
to save the lost, to complete the work Jesus has started! If the church
today does not focus on saving men, then this church is no better than
a mere NGOs" he further concluded. Rev. Davidson Ingti, General Sec-
retary of KABC also delivered the keynote address on the inaugural
evening of the program from the main theme.

On the morning of the second day of the annual meeting, the President
of KABC Mr. Nshenthang Rengma hoisted the flag of KABC follwed by
the departments of KABC and all the 13 associations with a closing
prayer pronounced by Mr. Joysing Ronghang, the Vice President of
KABC. After breakfast the respective departments had their own gen-
eral meetings. After lunch there was a joint general meeting in which
prepared agenda were discussed and adopted.
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On the morning of last day of the program, the host church and Associa-
tion organized a Garo cultural extravaganza after which morning wor-
ship service was conducted and during which time, a large number of
members turned up for worship. Rev. Dr. (Prof.) Akheto Sema, the Gen-
eral Secretary of CBCNEI kindly attended the morning worship service
and greeted all the participants who also invited the KABC leaders to
his own home for a tea break. Post lunch, a Panel Discussion session
was conducted on the KABC Vision 2020 and beyond program imple-
mentation. Mr. Joysing Ronghang, the VP moderated and Mr. Kamson
Rongphar, Mission Secretary of KABC and Mr. Milton Terang, Finance
Secretary of KABC were the panelists. The discussion came up with
positive adoption and affirmation for implementation by all the partici-
pants.

During this meeting, the Thadou Baptist Association, Assam was also
accepted into the fold of KABC, making the KABC family into 14 Asso-
ciations.

Heart touching Praise & Worship and Choir were presented by the
Western Rengma Baptist Association’s youth while special numbers
were brought by students of Christian English High School, Diphu, the
education institute of KABC. The hospitalities of the host church and
Association (A'chik Baptist Krima) were very good and were appreci-
ated. Convention and Association leaders were welcomed with Garo
traditional mufflers,

shawls and jackets for

different categories of

participants. The 40"

AGM of KABC suc-

cessfully concluded

with manifold blessings

received by the partici-

pants through the

words of God brought

by His messengers.
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LewisMemorial studentson a
Mission Trip
As reported by Mr Wati, L M Sudent Ministry

Alongwiththe Cheaplain 8 gudentsfrom LM (LewisMemoria) Students
ministry hed thebest timewith maximum blessngsand lotsof memories
duringMission Trip to Dharan, Nepal 29" January to 2™ February
2020.

We visited two house fellowships under different churches. We
conducted praiseand worship, shared testimonies, presented special
songs along with messages. Wewerealso invited to Zion Methodist
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church devotional servicewherewe presented group song, solo and
shared God's Word. Indeed, it was a time for us to witness the
worshippers having ablessed timetogether.

Sharing powerful life changing testimonieswasagresat platform. Our
Chaplain, Tali Moadelivered the congregation about the Srength of
Unity among believers.

During our last night we had afellowship with the church eldersand
youth leaders at the base. It was blessed time where we share our
persona experiences and worshipped together.

Wearelooking forward to do such ministriesagain according to God's
will.
Lastly, thanksto CBCNEI student’ sministry for giving ussuch arare

opportunity. | believethiswonderful experienceswill be our gospel
memories.

“Tectnology wom allows pesple ta connec? anylime, anguiere, Zo angone n the
world, grom almodt any devece. 7@MWMQM/&W¢%WW
work, facdlitating 247 collaboration witk colleagues wihto are didpersed acrods time
- Weckacll dett
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1% CBCNEI
Mission Conference Report

As reported by Rev Dr Jolly Rimai, Mission Secretary, CBCNEI

Wolfgang Gunther oncesaid: “ All mission conferencesare occasions
wherewe are called to make new discoveriesof the grace and power
of God, for ourselves, for the Church and theworld, to face the new
ageand the new task withanew consecration.” Thisisprecisaly what
the1¥ CBCNEI Misson Conference hasachieved: A new consecration
to face the mission challenges of the new age and also to discover
anew thedivine grace and power.

January - June 2020 47



Baptist News

The 1% CBCNEI Mission Conference was conducted from 18" to
20" February 2020 under theleadership of CBCNEI Mission Secretary
Rev Dr Jolly Rimai, hosted by Mission Department of Manipur Baptist
Convention (MBC) under the theme, “Into the Deep” Luke 5:4.
Themessengersfor thisconferencewere Rev Prof Akheto Sema, Generd
Secretary, CBCNEI, Rev Dr Vee Tetseo, General Secretary, APBF,
Rev Dr Ashok Andrews, Pastor, Kolkata Christian Fellowship. The
second day of the program started with aninauguration of monolith by
President of CBCNEI Mr R. K. Raychawdhuri.

During the conference more than 750 delegates representing the
associations and conventions assembled at the Manipur Baptist
Convention Centre Church Imphal (MBCCCI) to commemoratethe
1¢ CBCNEI Mission conference. In addition to the convention
delegates, local participants also attended the conference. The
enthusiastic participation of delegates exemplified their deep
commitment toworld missonand church unity.

Storiesfrom our missonariesRevAsinloKhing, Mrs. IrishS. Momin
and Mr. Jm Panme added flavor to the conference. Many were blessed
and encouraged by their stories.

First Day, 17" February: Onthe opening session of the conference
Rev Dr W. Konghar, General
Secretary of Manipur Baptist
Convention gave welcome
speech and Rev Dr Jolly
Rimai, Mission Secretary of
CBCNEI took the time of
introduction of thedelegates,
messengers (speakers) and
invitees. It wasan honor that
the 1 Mission co-ordinator of
CBCNEI Rev Taku
Longkumer and hiswifeRev
Katie Longkumer, and 1%
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CBCNEI Mission Secretary Rev Dr Dusanu Venyo attended the
conference and brought greetings.

Without the music of thefaith which you bring us, we surely confess
that the season would be something far lessmeaningful thanitis.And
certainly, Manipur Baptist Convention Choir, Arunacha Baptist Church
Coundil Chair, Karbi Anglong Baptist Convention and Nagd and Baptist
Church Council Choir blessextol God'snamethrough angelic voices.
MBCCCI Praise & Worship Team led the worship services. It was
such aheart-warming prai seand worship.

Second Day, 19" February: Therewasaspecial session of Talent
and Cultural Eventswhichwasled by MsEaster Shimray and MBC
Co-ordinating Committee. Peopleparticipated in variouscultura events
and exhibited their talents. Therewere singing, cultural presentation
and many more. The conference has been without doubt, one of the
most meaningful and successful gatheringsinthe recent past. It has
received hundreds of responses and feedback of appreciation and
affirmation of theway inwhich the conferencewas organized.

Your desireor will to servewouldincreaseif you understand morefully
the blessings associated with missionary service. God oftenreveals
commandmentsand blessingstogether. And it wasso blessed tolisten
thestory of their missionary journey from Rev Asinlo Khing (NMM
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Missionary), Mrs. Irish S. Momin (GBC Missionary) and Mr Jim
Panmel (MBC Missionary).

As mentioned, the active participation of the CBCNEI member
churches, was exceptional, making it ameaningful gathering. The
conferencewas deeply moved by thewarm hospitality and generosity
offered by thelocal host committee of Manipur Baptist Convention,
Mission Department. MBC with theclose cooperation of dl themission
secretaries under MBC churches, worked tirelessly to make all
participantsfed at home. The CBCNEI isimmensdly grateful toal of
them for their dedicated |eadership.

Indeed! Thiswasthefirst CBCNEI Mission Conferenceto be held
whichwasamagjor highlight. Theconference offersmultiple spacesfor
joyful celebrations, offersrich opportunitiesto bein God's presence,
regjoicing and lamenting before thetriune God. Participants meetseach
other for services—inthemorning, a noon, and intheevening—which
proved to beawell fromwhich the participantsdrank deeply, finding
unity andinspiration.

Guided and empowered by the word of God, enriched by moving
musical and artistic performances, and lifted up by the multitude of
songs and prayers from all the Conventions and Associations, the
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conference affirmed its commitment to proclaim the gospel of Jesus
Christinlife, inword, and in deed. Yet another major highlight of
CBCNEI mission conferencewasthe substantia presenceand dynamic
participation and missionleadersfromamost al theAssociations. All
of thiswaspossible basically dueto the abundant gracefrom thetriune
God and because of thesincere prayersand support of many, including
theMission Board of the CBCNEI, in particular their leadership, the
Manipur Baptist Convention, and thelocal host committeeinMBC.

The CBCNEI isproud of thefact that we could successfully organize
such ameaningful event, which was huge in both quantitative and
gualitative terms. The peoplewere deeply moved by the hospitality
and generosity shown by the Local Host Committee and thewelcome
extended by the MBC. The MBC Associations, in close cooperation
with churches worked tirelessly with the practical arrangements
throughout theweek to makeall the delegatesfedl comfortableand at
home.

successful oue o a lot of hard work.
- Stephen Ring
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The tale of
“The Sword...”

Mr N Peyong Maopa Konyak, S/o

Nyamnyei Taiwang Konyak hails from

Yakshu village Baptist Church Mon

Digtrict, Nagaland. Hewasthepioneer Christianin Yakshuvillagein
particular. After hisconversionto Christianity caled“AMANG” (AO
Nagadialect), he struggled to evangelize the peoplefromthevillage,
around neighborsand could witnessed agreat numbersof pagan people
who were converted after thework of hisevangelism.

On 19" October 1958, he
surrendered hisown beheaded head
hunting “ Daowith itsbox” to Rev
Longri Ao, the then Executive
Secretary of Konyak Baptist Church
Association at Wakching
Keangphang, (present Wakching
town) when Konyak Baptist Church
Mission was under Assam Baptist
ChurchAssociation (ABCA), present
Council of Baptist ChurchesinNorth
East India (CBCNEI), asasign of
surrendered and accepting Chrigtianity from head hunting culture. Rev
Y. Chingang Konyak, the author of “Konyak Naga Today and
Yesterday” described Mr Late Peyong M aopa Konyak was the
greatest warrior during hishead hunting contemporary society.

Onthisday, 7" March 2020, Yakshu Baptist Church members, Pastor
S. P.Yanyei, Nyamnyei (S/o Lt. Peyong MaopaKonyak) Angchai,
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Angnyel, Langphong, visited CBCNEI office and donated the box and
frameto preservedinthesaid office.

And | will give them one heart and | will put a new spirit within
you. | will take the Sony heart out of their flesh and will givethem
a heart of flesh. That they may walk in my statutes, keep mine
ordinances, do them, they shall be my people and | will be their
God. Ezekiel 11:19-20.
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Covid — 19 Pandemic:
A Theological Response

Rev Dr Yangkahao Vashumt'

Thewholeworldisat war again. A different kind of war, of course. And
the world isunder lockdown. The whole world has just one enemy. The
enemy isinvisible. And that enemy iscalled COVID — 19 (Coronavirus
disease 2019); the disease caused by novel coronavirus. It all startedin
Wauhan city in China sometime in December 2019.2 Since then, within
short span of time Covid - 19 hashumbled theworld. It hassinglehandedly
brought the world to its knee. It has humbled the mighty, the powerful,
therich, the poor and theweak alike. It does not discriminate anyone on
the basis of race, caste, gender, color, age, ideology and religion/faith or
no faith. It gives damn thing about the world’s boundaries and walls. It
has no respect for anything and there is nothing this enemy can’t reach
or go. The world’'s most sophisticated arsenals and weapons are of no
match before this enemy. The World Health Organization (WHO)
declared Covid - 19 as pandemic on March 11, 2020.2 This is the first
pandemic caused by coronavirus and a pandemic that the world has
never before seen that can be controlled. The enemy isfast, furious, and
ruthlessto the core and deadly. It shows no mercy to thevictims. Sofar,
Covid - 19 has claimed over two lakhslives globally and still counting.
According to the latest WHO updates, there are 238 730 confirmed
deaths, and 3 356 205 confirmed casesin 215 countries/areas/territories
(worldwide).* What is even more troubling is that experts are warning
that the disease may linger on for much longer period of time and that
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vaccine may never be developed.®

Thewhole world has cometo astandstill. Everywhere, thereis
lockdown. Roads and streets|ook deserted. Businesses and the economic
power houses have been forced to close down. Schools, colleges and
other educational training/coaching ingtitutionsarein lockdown asall the
rest of public gathering places such as restaurants, cinema halls and
theatres, malls, gyms, sports complexes, etc. Social, political, cultural
and al kindsof public gatherings have been closed down. Religiousplaces
and places of worship including churches have been closed down as
well. Further, almost all domestic and international travelsby air, roads,
train, sea and other modes of travel have been cancelled and stopped.
No one and no power on earth can enforce such lockdown of global
scale the way Covid - 19 has singlehandedly commanded. No, no one.

To combat against thisinvisible enemy, the expert’s advice that
the best responseisto take precaution and preventive measures. maintain
socia (physical) distancing, personal hygiene, stay home and stay safe.
In other words, LOCKDOWN is the only answer for now.

The world is mystified and bewildered on the question of the
origin of thenovel coronavirus. All kinds of theoriesarefloating and are
being advanced — from accidental leakage from Wuhan Institute of
Virology research lab to animals in Wuhan wet market. According to
WHO, thenovel coronavirusis“natural inorigin.”¢ Notwithstanding this
assertion, all kinds of theories abound and TV and numerous social media
are filled with wild and passionate debates, with no definitive answer
insight. Inthemidst of al this, fake newsisflourishing and wildly circul ated
adding to more confusion and woes, even putting livesat risk. Avalanche
of unreliable and false information including the origin of the virusto
symptom of the diseaseto try unproven remediesfor curing isspreading
around the world to such an extent, that UNESCO, the UN educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, hasto time and again interveneto
“counter falsehood and promote facts about the virus.””

Faith Response to Covid - 19 pandemic

Coming to the responses of the faith community, from the faith
perspectives, there are as well all kinds of reasons and explanations
doing therounds. There are somewho openly declarethat the pandemic
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is God's curse to the world because of the wickedness of humanity.
Some even declare that God is punishing the world because of the evils
of homosexuality and same sex marriages, abortionsand other sins. Many
more believethat itisGod’sdoing - the fulfillment of biblical prophecies.
And they predict, the end time is near! Many more believe otherwise.
God isnot responsiblefor the calamities such asthis— Covid-19 pandemic.
It is human made; humans are responsible. Some believe that although
God is not the cause of the disease, God allows things to happen. So we
have here divergent views and explanations about the cause and reasons
for such happenings.

Theologically, thereisno easy answer to this pandemic. People
are asking serious and critical questions. Why all this?1sGod behind all
this? Why so many people have to die? Why people have to suffer such
loss and pain? Are humans responsible for all this? Is this because of
human wickednessand sins...? Or could it be possiblethat things happen
asthey are in accordance with the laws of nature? No onereally hasthe
answer. The world continues to look for answers.

Onething we know for sure, that is, the insatiable human greed
and desires for more. The earth and its resources are fast depleting and
the earth is pushed to its limit. The ruthless rape of mother earth to
satiate human greed and wants continues unabatedly. In the name of
development and growth, limitless destruction of natural resources has
resulted in the severe ecol ogical imbalancesin theworld. Humans have
been invading the homes and habitats of animals, birds, and other living
organisms and creatures constantly as aresult they have been pushed to
thewall. All these have resulted in destroying the biodiversity which is
critical for maintaining ecological balance. Globa warming and depletion
of ozone layers have devastating consegquences resulting in the kind of
climate change that we are experiencing today.

Human greed and desires for more know no bounds. Humans
have gone even to the extent of producing and selling fake rice? and
other potentially hazardous food items for human consumption. Today,
there is not a single food produce which has not been contaminated by
chemicals, insecticides, pesticidesand other hazardous chemicals. Human
greed and desires for more has no respect for anyone; it has no respect
for life.
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Human greed and desiresfor more know no bounds. The mighty
and powerful, the rich and wealthy including the big and powerful
Corporations, value wealth and riches more than human life — “The
winnerstakeall.” They have no qualms about destroying and trampling
the poor and the powerless, their rightsand dignity; no qualmsin robbing
and grabbing away the land, forest and other resources to which many
poor indigenous people depend their lives. They have no quaims in
exploiting the poor and the needy. They profess“might isright” and they
aredriven by their ambition, “ Sky isthelimit.” And theirony isthat the
faith community justifiesthem in the name of prosperity theol ogy/gospel
—they claim they receive them as blessings from God!

Inthe name of advancing human innovation and invention, today,
humans have gone even to the extent of becoming like God. Human
intelligence is a wonderful gift of God. But humans are abusing this
precious and wonderful gift for their vested interests. Have humans
then usurped the place of God aswell? Have humans gone to the extent
of deciding who should live and who should not which isthe prerogative
of God alone?

As the world continues to battle against this war — Covid - 19
and search for answers (perhaps the world might never know the
answer), one thing we know: God is love and God cares. God values
life. Godisjust and righteous. God iscompassionate and merciful. God’s
loveisnot coercive but persuasive. God suffers with usin our pain and
suffering - God is our co-sufferer. The cross of Jesus is the supreme
example of God's love for the world and the supreme symbol of God
suffering with us. And the resurrection of Jesus Christ isthe symbol of
hope and life. We know, Covid - 19 Pandemics is not the end, how
painful and how great the loss might be. Because, we believe in the
resurrection! At the sametime, weknow, we are called to beresponsible
stewards. We are ultimately accountable and answerable to God.

It must be noted that while Covid - 19 does not discriminate
anyone, it will besimplistic and irresponsibleto suggest that everyoneis
equally impacted. It isagain, the poor and the needy who have been the
most vulnerable and affected lots. They are vulnerable in all fronts.
Economically, they are disadvantaged when it comesto testing and getting
treatment (unless they are taken care by the government or concerned
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institutions), to take care of their familiesduring thelong drawnlockdown
period, etc. Many have lost their jobs and are unemployed. Many are
literally struggling for their survival. Therich and well-off have always
been in amuch better off positionin al counts; it istrue even today. In
India, the poor migrant workers have borne the worst brunt during this
lockdown period. Many have been stranded and they are caught in
between. Women and children are also among the most vulnerable and
affected ones. During thelockdown, cases of domestic violence against
women and abuse of childrenin different formshave aarmingly increased
across the globe.®

Silver lining in the midst of Covid - 19 tragedy

Itissaid, “Every cloud hasasilver lining.” Inthe midst of the Covid -19
pandemic, as the world continues to experience painful and heart
wrenching moments for the loss of their dear and loved ones and as
many souls continue to battle for their lives, there are as well some
bright side of the pandemic: For once, the earth and everything in it
could have the long needed rest for their rgjuvenation. The ecological
imbal ance dueto human activities has been reduced. We are experiencing
cleaner environment. Noiseand air pollution aredrastically down. The
sky looks clear and cleaner. The air we breathe is cleaner, the water we
drink is purer, the rivers and streams look cleaner; the flowers, plants
and thewhol e vegetations|ook refreshingly beautiful; the birds, animals
and al the living creatures and organisms seem to have gotten back
their lifeagain — creation isrefreshingly alivel

Humanity seem to have learned anew the value of life and the
limits of life; the importance and values of relationship; the importance
and values of family; the importance and values of rest and health; the
importance and values of time.

Humanity seem to have rediscovered their spiritual root and
reconnected (spiritually) to their Source and Fountain of life — God!
Humanity seem to have rediscovered the importance of prayer life and
dependence on God. Humanity seem to have learned some lessons on
humility and its values as well aslessons onintegrity and justice.

In the midst of this pain and suffering, the world has as well
experienced the good side of humanity. Many have demonstrated that
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humansare caring, kind, loving, willing to risk and sacrificetheir livesfor
others; many have shared generously their resourcesto others, etc. The
world has witnessed the best of humanity in all thisaswell.

Voices from Indigenous Peoples around the World: What can we
Learn?

According to Indigenous leaders from around the world who gathered
on March 13, in New York City, for a panel on Indigenous rights,
deforestation and related health endemics, “ COVID-19 and other health
endemicsare directly connected to climate change and deforestation.” 1
| have reproduced here the statements of the Indigenous leaders who
spokein New York City:

The coronavirus is telling the world what Indigenous Peoples have
been saying for thousands of years — if we do not help protect
biodiversity and nature, we will face this and even worse threats.
The coronavirus reminds us that the balance of the Earth is in danger,
and we need to maintain our delicate balance of diversity. More
than 25 per cent of medicine comes from forests. If we lose our
forests, we lose our medicines, too. In our communities, we have
respected a certain biodiversity that protects us today. We plant
what we eat, and we have the resources and knowledge needed to
get through times like this, and this is what we are trying to tell the
rest of the world. [Levi Sucre Romero, a BriBri Indigenous person
from Costa Rica and co-coordinator of the Mesoamerican Alliance of
Peoples and Forests (AMPB)].

The cure for the next pandemic, and even for this one, can
be found in the biodiversity of our Indigenous lands. This
is why we need to protect our lands and rights, because the
future of life depends on it. Indigenous Peoples are at risk
for defending diversity, biodiversity, for defending our lands,
protecting the environment and trying to stabilize climate
change. Health endemics like coronavirus are proof of the
destruction of the forests and the climate, and we will
continue to fight against deforestation and related viruses,
for the balance of the planet. [Dinamam Tux@, coordinator of
theArticulation of the Indigenous Peoples of Brazil, lawyer and
Indigenous social activist].

60 January - June 2020



Baptist News

The orientation of our communities is sustainability. While
everyone is trying to find solutions on what to do to face
climate change, they look to the cities, but no one is looking
at what we are doing in the villages and communities. |
remember one elder told me, the problem with city people is
they eat and drink dead things ... they drink dead water in
plastic bottles and eat dead food from supermarkets. There
is no guarantee that any of it will be safe. If the world
worked to strengthen the rights of Indigenous Peoples, who
have learned to live in nature and protect animal and plant
species, we would see fewer epidemics such as the one we
are currently facing. [Mina Setra, a Dayak Pompakng
Indigenous person from West K alimantan, Indonesia, and deputy
secretary-general of the Indigenous Peoples Alliance of the
Archipelago (IPAA)].

The world needs to listen to the indigenous peoples and learn

from them. Indigenous knowledge and practices have been even proven
and supported by science and scientific research.”* Everythingincluding
humanity and the whole of creation are inter-related and connected.
What one does therefore affects the rest. We are all connected and
destined to be together.

So, what have we learned out of this Covid - 19 pandemic? Or

to put it differently, what has Covid - 19 pandemicsto teach us?

Covid — 19 pandemic reminds us to:

Return to the Creator God, the Source and Fountain of our
life and the universe; know that our lives are in God's hand:
“Rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lorb,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.” (Joel
2: 13); “If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then | will hear from heaven, and will forgivetheir sin and heal
their land,” (2 Chron. 7: 14).

Return to the paths of repentance and seek forgiveness;
abandon arrogance, domineering, exploitative, oppressive
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and discriminatory attitudes and ways of life: “Seek
the Lorp while hemay befound, call upon himwhile heisnear;
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their
thoughts; let them return to the Lorp, that he may have mercy
onthem, and to our God, for hewill abundantly pardon,” (Isaiah
55: 6-7); “If we say that we have ho sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse usfrom all
unrighteousness.” (I John 1: 8-9).

Return to mother earth, who nourishes and sustains us with
her abundant and bounteous produces daily: “Then God said,
‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and
fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in
it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit
withtheseed init. And God saw that it was good.” (Gen. 1: 11-
12); “The Lorp will make you abound in prosperity, in thefruit
of your womb, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of
your ground in the land that the Lorp swore to your ancestors
togiveyou. The Lorp will openfor you hisrich storehouse, the
heavens, to give the rain of your land in its season and to bless
all your undertakings,” (Deut. 28: 11-12).

Return to the attitude of respect for all humanity and the
whole of creation; know that everything is inter-related and
connected: “In the day that the Lorp God made the earth and
the heavens, when no plant of thefield was yet in the earth and
no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lorp God had
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no oneto till
the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water
the whol e face of the ground— then the Lorp God formed man
from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and the man became aliving being,” (Gen. 2: 4b-
7). In fact, the whole chapter is about inter-relatedness of
cosmos, humankind and creation.

Return to choose and value life: “I call heaven and earth to
witness against you today that | have set before your life and
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death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendantsmay live,” (Deut. 30:19); “ The thief comesonly to
steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and
haveit abundantly,” (John 10: 10); “ For thewages of sinisdeath,
but the free gift of God is eternal lifein Christ Jesus our Lord,”
(Rom. 6: 23).

6. Return to the attitude of humility, love and service: “Blessed
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” (Matt. 5:5); “Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same
mind bein you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though hewasin
theform of God, did not regard equality with God as something
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of aslave,
being bornin human likeness. And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on across,” (Phil. 2: 4-8).

7. Return to the life of justice and righteousness: “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.” (Matt. 5:4); “But let justice roll down like waters, and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,” (Amos 5: 24); “He
has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does
the Lorp require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?’ (Micah 6: 8).

8. Return to the need based life style and sharing of resources;
abandon human greed and unlimited wants. “The earth is
the Lorp’s, and everythinginit, theworld, and all wholiveinit,”
(Ps. 24:1). “Command those who are rich in this present world
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us
with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good,
to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to
share. Inthisway they will lay up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold
of thelifethat istruly life,” (I Tim. 6: 17-19).

9. Return to value rest and quality of life: “And on the seventh
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day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because onit God rested
from all the work that he had done in creation.” (Gen. 2: 2-3);
“But in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of complete
rest for theland, a Sabbath for the Lorp: you shall not sow your
field or pruneyour vineyard. You shall not reap the aftergrowth
of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned vine: it
shall be ayear of complete rest for theland,” (Lev. 25: 4-5).

10. Return to the attitude of grateful hearts and grateful living
before God: “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful .”
Col. 3: 15); “The Lorp ismy strength and my shield; in him my
heart trusts; so | am helped, and my heart exults, and with my
song | give thanks to him,” (Ps. 28: 7); “Finaly, brothers and
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever ispure, whatever islovely, whatever isadmirable—if
anythingisexcellent or prai seworthy—think about such things.”
(Phil. 4: 8).

Conclusion

| concludeinthewordsof St. Paul who exhorted the believersin Philippi:
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your mindsin Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4: 6-7).

(Footnotes)

¥ Rev. Dr Yangkahao Vashum is Professor of Systematic Theology at the
Eastern Theological College, Jorhat, Assam, India. He can be reached at
yvashum@gmail.com

2 According to theWHO timeline on Covid-19, on December 31, 2019,
“Wuhan Municipal Health Commission, China, reported acluster of cases of
pneumoniain Wuhan, Hubei Province. A novel coronavirus was eventually
identified,” https:.//www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-04-2020-who-
timeline—covid-19 (28/04/2020).

3“WHO Director-General’ s opening remarks at the mediabriefing on COVID-
19- 11 March 2020,” https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-
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general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19—11-march-
2020 (28/04/2020).

4 https://www.who.int/emergenci es/di seases/novel -coronavirus-2019 (04/05/
2020)

8 “WHO chief reiterates coronavirus had natural origin,” in response to
President Donald Trump’s alegation that thevirus hasitsoriginin China's
Wuhan Virology Institute. https://www.indiatoday.in/worl d/story/who-chief-
reiterates-coronavirus-had-natural -origin-1673535-2020-05-02 (03/05/2020).

"*“During this coronavirus pandemic, ‘fake news' isputting lives at risk:
UNESCO,” https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061592 (04/05/2020).

8“|s'plasticrice’ for rea? “Theterm ‘plasticrice’ first surfacedin Chinain
2010. Dubbed the Wuchang rice scandal, Chinese officials unearthed a scam
by companieswho passed off ordinary rice as premium Wuchang rice by
adding flavoursto it. The Wuchang rice, known for its unique aroma, is
exported to various nations. Chinese traders are believed to have made a
huge profit through this scam. In 2011, areport by The Korea Times said:
“Somedistributors are selling fakericein Taiyuan, Shaanxi Province, and this
riceisamixture of potatoes, sweet potatoes and plastic.” Needless to say,
the report mentioned in detail the hazards of eating synthetic resin. Thus the
term‘plasticrice’ cameinto existence.”

InIndia, “ The Telangana Civil Supplies Department isbeing flooded with
complaints about hotels in the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad
using ‘plasticrice’ intheir food items. Samples have been collected from
various hotels to verify the claims. And thisis not limited to Telangana alone.
Over the past few years, rumors of ‘plastic rice’ being sold have been doing
the rounds and a public interest litigation was even filed before the Del hi
High Court.”

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/is-plastic-rice-for-real/
article18761833.ece; https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/plastic-rice-from-
chinal (04/05/2020).

9 “Lockdowns around the world bring rise in domestic violence,” https://

www.theguardian.com/soci ety/2020/mar/28/lockdowns-worl d-rise-domesti c-

violence (03/05/2020);

“Implement stepsto curb domestic violence during Covid-19 lockdown: High
Court to Centre, Delhi govt,” https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/
politics-and-nati on/impl ement-steps-to-curb-domesti c-viol ence-during-
covid-19-lockdown-high-court-to-centre-del hi-govt/articleshow/
75249397.cms?from=mdr (03/05/2020).

10*COVID-19 crisistellsworld what Indigenous Peopl es have been saying
for thousands of years,” https://www.nati onal observer.com/2020/03/24/
news/covid-19-crisis-tells-worl d-what-indigenous-peopl es-have-been-
saying-thousands-years (04/05/2020).

M 1bid.
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Brief history of Lt. Norun K. Sangma

Norun K. Sangma, daughter father Lt. Sampa D. Momin and
mother Lt. Khilje K. Sangma was born on 7" February 1918, at
Pochim Basty (Garogoan) under Sibsagar District (Assam).

Educationa Qualifications Matric passedin 1947 from Golaghat
Gale Memorial High School, Barbheta, Assam.

Service:

» 1947-1970, she worked as a teacher for 23 years at
Golaghat Christian girls School. shehadinvolvedin
Seminar Teacher’s Training at Nagaon.

» 1970-1972, shewasin Bangalore for 2 years doing her
Bachelor of Divinity (BD) from United Theological
College for Women.

» 1972-1982, she was the First Women Secretary in
CBCNEI, Panbazar, Guwahati.

» 1982-1995, she was the Superintendent in White Memorial
GirlsHostel, Satribari.

Over all she rendered her lifein services for 46 years.

Biblical Education:

In 1951 she went to Leanard Theological College, Jabal pur India,
deputed by the Golaghat for Bible Teaching.

While she was women Secretary in CBCNEI from 1972 -1982 she
had visited countrieslikeAmerica, Philippine, Hongkong, Bangkok,
Singapore, Toronto in Canada. During her trip to America she also
visited different missionary places specially where farmer
missionaries were.

She got retired from White Memorial in 1996 and since then she

was at Pillangkattatill 31% January 2020. She went to be with the
Lord on Friday at 12:55am, 31 January.

66 January - June 2020



Baptist News

RESPONSE BY THE CHURCH
TOGETHER - COVID 19

Amrit Kumar Goldsmith

Psailm No 23:4

Even though | walk through theVALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF
DEATH, | WILL FEARNOEVIL, for YOU arewithme.

Unfolding Coronavirusscenario

In January when newsfrom Wuhan started pouring in about CORONA
Virus, itwasastory of Chinato many of us. But when thefirst case of
CoronaVirusappeared in Kerelaon 30" January, 2020, the Indians
got alarmed. Then the Nizamuddin Jamati related person from Cachar
district of Assam, wasdetected positive on 31 March 2020, the people
of Assam got scared. Thelockdown announcement of Government of
Indiafrom 24" March, struck the reality that CoronaVirusis next
door. When through ORDER of thegovernment thedoor of thereligious
placesincluding the Church was closed and only three personswas
alowed to enter the Church for Worship took the Faithful off balanced.
When the criticisms of using mobile phone during Church worship
services was at peak — the DIGITALIZED worship services is
prescribed — the ZOOM App appeared as saviour to many — the
Android Smart mobile phones became prized possessions.

RESPONSE BY THE CHURCHES TOGETHER —COVID 19—
shaping.
On 239 March the Assam Christian Forum convened a meeting to

discuss the role of the Church — COVID 19. Due order of the
government to maintain social distancing the meeting was cancelled,
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but through phone consultation it was decided to APPEAL to the
churchesfor their contributionsto organizerdlief to serve the people
affected by the COVID Pandemic. The responseswere spontaneous
— The CBCNEI, Catholic Church, The CNI, The Presbyterian,
Lutheran, Guwahati Christian Forum, North East Diocesan Social
Service Society, The ChurchesAuxiliary for Social Action, TheWorld
Vision, theBosco Reach-Out, EFI, TL A Education Foundation, many
churchesand Christianfellowshipsand individualsjoinedin. IT ISA
WONDERFUL FEELING OF TOGETHERNESS during theworst
CRISISinhuman history.

The Council of Baptist Churchesin NEI, becameahub and NEDSSS
istheother hubfor relief operation. 50 church Volunteerscameforward
to helpintherelief operations. The Assam Baptist Convention, an
organization of 921 Baptist churchesinAssamisinthelead.

To identify the genuine Migrant workers, thewidows, destitute and
suffering poor, to servewith food provisionsischalenging. Organizations
like Guwahati Chrigtian Forum, EFl, Dar-Ul-Masih, Inter Agency Group
(A), the Chrigtian Fellowships, World Vision, Bosco Reach-Out, PPS,
cameforwardtoidentify thefamilieswho areinreal need.

The Guwahati Christian Forum (a registered body of 54 church
organizationsandtotal 284 member churchesand felowships) isworking
side by sidewith Assam Christian Forum, isasign of solidarity and
onenessin purpose—glorifying thenameof JesusChrist.

The TOGETHERNESS of the Churchesin COVID 19 CRISISisa
signof HOLY SPIRIT spresenceand guidingtheWILL ON EARTH
ASITISIN HEAVEN - AMEN
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Beyond Covid-19 Christian Church
In North East India

Dr Shimreingam L. Shimray
Professor, Eastern Theological College
Initially, before the
term Covid-19 was
coined by WHO we
had been talking
about coronavirus,
However, inall our
deliberation we had
not considered that
coronavirus would
soon bring death
upon our own
society. But today,
Covid-19isnolonger
external to us but causing us enough pain, lossand fear. Till the end of
March 2020, the words like quarantine and lockdown were rather
unfamiliar to most of us. But today, | seem to find it hard to end any
telephone call without referring to either of them. Lockdown hastaken
control over our livesand apart from confining ourselves at homewe
cannot do anything. Thispandemicisathreat to thetotal humanity of
thiscentury. A little mistake we make today may destroy our future. We
need to adopt aconstant, careful, compassionate and consciouslifestyle.

In January, when coronavirus initialy attacked China we saw very
different pictureslike peoplefalling onthe street, inthe office, at home,
etc. and dying. But today the mode of virusinfection and sickness seem
to bedifferent. It brings great fear to us because this diseaseishighly
contagiousand harmful. Thevirusissaid to be strong and ableto survive
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onmetal, wood, cloth, paper, etc. for long hours. In several cases, itis
again asymptotic making medica fraternity moredifficult. Whilewehave
agood report of recovery, thereisalso thereport of high rate of fatality.
Human fear hasgoneto the extent that adead body should not be allowed
to burry inthevillage cemetery because virus might spread even from
thegrave.

Though this has not been thefirst time that the world faces pandemic,
yet, thisisthefirst pandemic that has infected the highest number of
peoplein the human history. We have no report of any pandemic that
had claimed agreater number of victimsthan Covid-19. Therefore, itis
akiller disease. Itisno joke that over 500, 0000 fall sick as Covid-19
positive and killed more than 300, 000 peopleso far at theglobal level.

Today, Covid-19 isnot ssimply aphysical disease but avirusthat has
generated several conflictsand confusions. For instance, theworldis
sharply divided into two inthe context of debate on who created, or who
isrespongiblefor thisvirus. Many strong nationshavealeged that China
isrespons bleasit began spreading from Wuhan; severa formd intelligent
investigation are being instituted and reports are being expected soon.
Whereas, China seems to be refusing the concept of creating it and
having it leaked from their laboratory on the basi s that human beings
have no capacity to create such kind of virus. At another level, thereare
endless blames to one another as who has brought Covid-19 to their
country, their state, and their village, and about who are spreading.

Toacertainextent, thispandemicispoliticized. Medicd atentioniscareful
and activein some places, wheress, other areasbel onging to theopposition
party are not getting facilitiesto fight this pandemic. One of the worst
things that has happened is ostracization of medical fraternity by the
public. In astrict sense they are the frontrunners, the champions and
their services should be credited with grateful ness. In the post-Covid-19
world, they should be rewarded and awarded more than anyoneelse. In
our history, we have seen sportspersons, celebrities, writers, business
persons, etc. who have been awarded. We should change the criteria
and reward peoplewho serve for humanity, rather.

Even though very few idand nations have not been infected and affected
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today we are experiencing global lockdown for thefirst timein history.
Thisover amonth lockdownisnot easy. It has several seriousimpacts.
It hasmade avery positiveimpact to the environment. Theair ismade
cleaner. Many important citieswhose pollution level was much above
permissiblelevel have comedownto aliveablelevel. But onthe other
hand, the lockdown has stopped production processes. The market is
empty. Andyet itisnot assmpleasit lookstoday. Therearefew pertinent
issues involved in it. There are thousands of migrant workers being
displaced. They would never liketo face such reality anymorein their
life. Inthe case of producing nation likeIndiawithhol ding amonth without
productionisaheavy damageto the economy. All kindsof transportation
(except few for essential commodities) were suspended which has
negatively impacted both market and revenue income. So a month
lockdownisathreat to the future economy, especially, next year.

Thelockdown has called to cancel thousands of programs of all kinds,
beit political, socid, religious, economic, etc. making everyoneunableto
think and plan with certainty. For thousands of believersthisisthefirst
timethey experience suspension of worship on Sundays. It hasbecome
apart of our history. Weall know that thisisnot achoice but anecessity
toavoid any further damageto humanity. And of course, no believer has
stopped worshipping God, rather, they have adopted a new form of
worship a homeinasmall gathering or joining onlineworship for others.

Inthe past, we havefaced pandemic like HIV-AIDS, EBOLA, SARS,
etc. however, none of them had done damage as Covid-19 hasdoneto
theworld. It hasreaffirmed that life on earth istemporary, and that, none
of usneed to be greedy with wealth and life. In today’s context, many
people havetestified that human wealth isnot capable of savinglives.
Rather, therich arefound to be weaker inimmune system and weaker
to resist virus attack. Or in other words, death isfor everyone and no
oneissafe.

The Covid-19 hasawakened peopleto redizethat serviceto humanity is
the best and the most rewarding service anyone can render. Thispandemic
hasforced peopleto bedifferent. Unlike, our past history of corruption,
selfishness, nepotism, partiality, etc. the government and itsagentsare
working round theclock to respond to the criesof the poor. Non-organized
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sector employeesand studentswho are stranded in their workplacesare
being touched down to rescue from their situation. The labourers are
being hel ped out. Morethan the past, Christian Organi zationsand NGOs
aremadeto respond to human hunger and suffering. The perspective of
mission isbeing changed towardswhat matters most.

Another redization isthat the Governmentsare compelled to check their
own status of medical capacity and facility to realizethat their past has
not been successful. In astrict sense, many of our statesin north east
Indiaareincapableto combat Covid-19. But thegood thingisthat most
of them aretrying toimprovetheir capacity. Thisisone of the greatest
lessons being learned by poor states. Villagers are awakened to unite
and protect their own villages.

People of al religions and even those who claim asnon-religious are
forced to bow and kneel to the divinewho at the end isthe only power
that can rescue peoplefrom such novel disease. Christiansof al nations
have been awakened to be more religious than that nominalism. This
reality remindsusthat the Church existsin theworld thoughit claims of
not belonging toiit. Theworld and the Church face the difficulty together.
We live as per the directive of the state but at the same time the state
appeal the church to pray for the safety of people.

However, if we carefully look into the effort the Christian church has
taken we seetrue picture of the present Christianity. Weknow few local
churches have contributed cash and kindsto the poor and needy. But it
has never been as per the capacity it hastowards humanity. In certain
cases, the church becomes an agent to collect cash and kindsfromwell-
wishers and pass on to the poor without touching her own financial
account. Yet weareall happy withlocal churchesthat havetaken partin
responding to the pandemic. | am not impressed by theway most strong
and rich Christian churchestaken the position of observer; hiding from
theface of difficult reality. While some Christian organi zations prefer to
smply issue statement of solidarity withtheaffected. | ammostimpressed
by the Sikh community who volunteered to providefood to thousands of
stranded migrants and students in many parts of India. That isatrue
colour of religiousministry and missionintime of nationd difficulty.
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Today, what we need to remind ourselves is that we should not
misunderstand and misinterpret the situation. For instance, Christians
are not worshipping inthe churcheson Sundays but that does not in any
way mean that they are becoming irreligious. Though there are few
thingswe do differently the Covid-19 has never weakened the faith of
the Christians. Rather, it has stimulated and instilled a sense of true
religiosity of the people. We should rather ook at it and see that this
pandemic hastaught usdigital giving and digital worship. | takemy own
church asan example and seethat thereisnot asingle Christian regular
worshipisforfeited. Every Sunday, one of the pastors preached through
video and maximum number of membersenjoyed theworship. That was
the same case with Good Friday and Easter and so thereisno lossbut it
issmply amatter that wego digital.

| am awarethat some church leaders are becoming too much conscious
of financial losswhen thereisno worship and offeringsare not collected.
But I look at it from alittle different angle and see that there are more
peoplewho comeforward to partner with the churchesinrelief program
and mission. Sothereisno loss of anything. Asit has been repeatedly
talked about, it isnot wrong to come under lockdown becauseitisnot a
guestion of lazinessand unwillingnessto come and gather or follow daily
routine, but amatter of security and safety.

Along with the aboveindicationswe need to be further cautious about
thefutureaswell. We need to be sensitive and calculativein thelight of
the present pandemic. We should know that more than amonthislost
without labour and process of production which meansthat, there can be
lessharvest thisyear and create negativeimpact for next year. We should
be ableto read and understand that money isnot everything. There can
be a time when we have enough money, but then, it cannot buy any
when thereisno stock inthe market. We do not eat and drink money and
thusit hasvaue only whenit can exchange with something. Otherwise,
itisvalueless.

The best lesson we can learn from this pandemic experienceisthat the
government, NGOs, Church and itsrelated organizations keep serving
themost needed person, areaand community. The Sate and the Church
should not maintain colour, casteand religionin all contexts. Privilege
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and under-privilegeisnot reserved to aclassof people. It would change.
But we must learn that serviceto theweakest isthe best. Theworld has
spent billionsof dollarswithin4 monthsbut it isworthit becausethat is
spent to safelife. Anything spent for causing harm to humanity isnot
worth but every penny spent for health and security isworthwhile.

Thispandemic hasgiven aclear direction of mission and ministry tothe
Christian church. Christian churches should be more purposeful to the
reality of time. Wedo not have afuturein which we competewith size
and height of thechurch building; people constructing mansionstolivein
but all what we have should be directed to the humanity. Our mission
and ministry should not be defined by how much wealthwe haveinthe
bank but what arethe needs of our customers. Anything we spend should
beevauated inthelight of the condition of beneficiaries. The Christian
churchisnot aclubwhoraisesfund and providesreiefsto theweak but
itisabody itself and she hasto do her own ministry.

We are not expected to be observersintimesof difficulty but proactive
in serving the most needy class of people. It isokay to touch our bank
account for the sake of serving to the humanity. The Christian churchis
nobody but we the members and we are reminded that service is
evangelism. People of other faiths do not want to see only those tall
church buildings but agood and meaningful ministry to the people. We
do not need to be Chrigtiansfor cel ébrationsbut Christians of performing
church. We should be ableto calculate thelevel of impact of theway we
conduct worship onlinethrough youtube. If people become habit of not
going to the Church and expect youtube sermon. Or if sermons of tall
preachersin youtube prompted them to compare with the sermons of
our local pastorsand find it lessconvincing. It would weaken the Church.

At the end, the most serious issue we need to understand is that this
pandemic hascaled for aparadigm shiftintheologica thinking. Anéttitude
and function of Christian ministry will no longer remain the same. If
what wecall ‘ socia distancing’ existsintheworlditisnot possiblefor us
tothink of normal programslike regular classesand worships, seminars
and conferences. We know we will continue to organi ze programs but
with adifference. For example, if inaflight, themiddle seat isnot sold
but only aisle and window in the name of social distancing and yet the
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cost would be covered from those two seats. Asaresult, the economy
of the middle classeswould be seriously hampered. If youwill haveto
fly toanother city in Indiaor abroad for very important meetingsfor two
daysand yet you will haveto be quarantined for 14 days, thereand on
returnto our own stateif you areto be again quarantined for another 14
days. Inwhich case, for 2 days program you will have to spend 32/34
daysincluding journey. And if you arein aninstitution, aquarter of a
semester will begoneto 2 daysprogram. Thisisnot going to beacceptable.

Why we need to talk about paradigm shift isbecause our experiences of
combating Covid-19 have not given agood perspective. | am happy with
theprogressin medica sciencesand ahospital in Romeclaiming to have
developed drugsto deal withit. Similarly, we hear progressreportsfrom
America, Isradl, Indiaand othersaswell. | saluteto their determination
and effort. But few local concernsare equally important for usto shape
our perspective. When our nation started facing this pandemic we
experienced tremendousresponse. For example, the donations made by
Mukesh Ambani, Ratan Tata, Indian Railways, BCCI, CBSE, Banks,
other corporates and I ndian cel ebrities and sportspersonsto the Prime
Minister’s Cares Fund and many otherstowards Chief Minister’sRelief
Fund werevery encouraging.* We seeoverflowing of Indian wealth for
humanity. But after the 2™ phase of the so called national lockdown
when the media reporters started reporting ground realities of the
concentration camps of migrantswho bitterly reported that they were
never taken care; food not supplied and they were not allowed to go out
to buy food stuff? we are madeto think differently. As| have mentioned
above that the states have lost huge revenues. But taking Covid-19
pandemic as advantage and cessed

This pandemic has become the most destructive and harmful and
expensive. Theissueis not for aseason or ayear. But it would make
long lasting impact to our worldview. However, while thinking of
theological perspectivel realizethat non-biblical concept and practice
has been serioudly questioned. There are peoplewho think that for any
sickness we do not need to go to the doctor but only pray for healing.
They haveall theseyearsundermined divineimagein the profession of
medical fraternity. Practically speaking, the world spendsthousands of
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millionsof dollarsevery year in medical sciences, there are thousands of
medical scientists who invest years of research on human physical
behavioursand devel op methods of diagnosisand treetment and theradica
and fundamental Christianssimply ignoring that they are of no useisnot
acceptable. That isnot all about religiosity of Christianity but making
Chrigtianity ablasphemy. Today, we are made to change our theological
perspective to human sickness and this pandemic has sharpened our
outlook.

Itisafact that, it creates uncertainty of time and schedules but it does
not deval ue education. We are encouraged to seethingsinclusively and
understand realistically. Covid-19 isconsidered as severely destructive
but this may not be the end of virus. We should be sensitive to tackle
withvirus. ThisCovid-19 killsonly the body but it can never kill asoul
andthusthisvirusisnot afinal destruction.

Amen.

(Footnotes)

! https/Aww.indiatvnews.com/news/india/pm-cares-fund-coronavirus-
donation-list-ram-nath-kovind-chbse-bcci-chse-akshay-kumar- sachin-
tendulkar-covid-19-602654; https://english.jagran.com/india/coronavirus-
outbreak-from-rs-500-crore-by-tata-to-rs-1-lakh-by-ms-dhoni-complete-list-
of- contributors-in-fight-against-covid19-10010156&/accessed on May 7, 2020
at 19:05; https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/sports-news-list-of-
donations-made-by-indian-sportspersons-organisations-towards-pm-cares-
fund-to-fight-coronavirus-pandemic/349882// accessed on May 7, 2020. Cf.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/donations-pour-in-for-covid-19-
fund/article31222311.ece// accessed on May 7, 2020 at 19:09

2 https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-51rP9drwU// viewed on April
30, 2020
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Covid-19 Rdief work

as reported by Mr Phungreiso Varu, Regional Communication
Officer, CASA-Guwahati and Mr Kaikiri Terang, Project
Coordinator, CBCNEI-Guwahati

CBCNEI inassociation with theloca community through thefinancia
support from Church Auxiliary for Social Action (CASA) and Baptist
worldAlliance (BWA) extended humanitarianrelief to 700 familieswho
arevictimsof Covid-19 crisisin 15 rural villagesin five blocks of
GodparaDidtrict, Assam. Theprimary beneficiariesarewidows, sngle
women headed families, physical challenge, daily labors, stranded
migrants and the most marginalized families. CBCNEI was able
to arranged 7000 kgsof rice, 700 kgsof dadl, sdt, cooking oil, detergent
powder, soap, phenyl, sanitary napkins, hand sanitizer and face
mask. OnMay1-3 2020, the ration kitsweredistributed to 700 families
in15villagesof Goapara district of Assam. Theprimary arewidows,
snglewomen headed families, physically challenged households, daily
laborers, migrant workerswho managed to reach homesand other most
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marginalized families. Theitemsdistributed to each family are; Rice—
10kg; Pulses—1 kg; Mustard Oil — 1 litre; Salt —half akg; Sanitary
napkins— 1 packet; Face Mask — 1; Hygiene Kit containing asoap,
detergent powder, phenyle and a 100 ml hand sanitizer. While
distributing, we make surethat not only distributing therelief materials
but al so contribute to the prevention of Coronavirus pandemicinthe
villages through creating awarenessto protect their healthand maintain
safe social distancing practices. Inthat way, we also strengthen the
capacity of the community and empower them to respond to the
pandemic with hopeand dignity.
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