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Baptist News

Greetings to all our readers from the office of the Council
of Baptist Churches in North East India.

Last year (2020) was a difficult time for many of us. It
impacted the individual, family, church, organization and
community at-large. It was a challenging time with both
positive and negative outcome. And yet, we are thankful
to God for His ever-abiding presence in the midst of the
situation.

The year 2021 opens with some ray of hope as we try to
reactivate ourselves and the organizations. As we try to
limb back and activate our programmes, allow the spirit
of God to motivate us and direct all our undertakings. Let
us step out by faith, holding on to the promises of God,
that, He will continue to be our strength and shelter in
the midst of fears, anxieties, apprehensions, doubts and
struggles of life. We shall look forward to better days,
months and years to come. On our part, as Paul exhorts,
let us work hard and not to be lazy, serving the Lord with
a heart full of devotions (Romans 12:11) whatever
circumstances may come on our way.

In this issue, we have the academic and other activities of
the CBCNEI recognized theological institutions except
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Eastern Theological College which is owned by CBCNEI,
for the information and prayer support of our institutions.
We continue to give thanks to all our contributors of
articles in this issue. Such writings keeps us informed about
the current issues and environment. We want to give
thanks especially to all our generous donors for the newly
renovated old office into a conference hall for multi-purpose
activities like, seminar, workshop, leadership training and,
get-together of the CBCNEI staff for morning devotions.
We also give thanks to all the donors who gave generously
towards Kangpokpi Christian Hospital in celebrating 100*
years Jubilee.

The Lord bless all our readers. Let us continue to uphold
each other in our prayers.

Yours in Christ

WA
(Rm Sema)

General Secretary
CBCNEI
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CBCNEI AT A GLANCE

Conventions Associations Churches Members
Assam Baptist 06 929 37,312
Convention, Golaghat Assam
Arunachal Baptist Church 2 1170 141,995
Council, Arunachal Pradesh
Garo Baptist Convention 17 2622 3,35,299
Tura, West Garo Hills
Karbi Anglong Baptist 14 HA 39,174
Convention, Diphu, K. Anglong
Manipur Baptist Convention 2 1486 2138%4
mphal, Manipur
Nagaland Baptist Church 24 164 6,63,236
Council, Kohima, Nagaland
Associate M embers
Shillong Baptist Church - 1 210
Shillong, Meghalaya
Zomi Baptist Church - 2 4000
Champhai, Mizoram
Mising Baptist Kebang 8 115 4300
Amulapatti, Gogamukh, Assam
Evangelical Church of Maraland, - A 46833
Mizoram

119 8455 1504253
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CBCNEI Hospitals: 6

Babupara Christian Hospital, Nisangram, Meghalaya
Impur Christian Hospital, Impur, Nagaland

Jorhat Christian Medical Centre, Borbheta, Jorhat, Assam
Kangpokpi Christian Hospital, Kangpokpi, Mani pur
Satribari Christian Hospital, Satribari, Guwahati, Assam
Tura Christian Hospital, Tura, West Garo Hills, Meghalaya

Nursing Schools : 4

School of Nursing, Jorhat Christian Medical Centre, Borbheta, Jorhat, Assam
School of Nursing, Kangpokpi Christian Hospital, Kangpokpi, Manipur
School of Nursing, Satribari Christian Hospital, Satribari, Guwahati, Assam
School of Nursing, Tura Christian Hospital, Tura, West Garo Hills,
Meghalaya

Sudent Ministry: 3

Lewis Memorial Student Ministry (Boys), Panbazar, Guwahati, Assam
White Memorial Student Ministry (Girls), Satribari, Guwahati, Assam
Shillong Tyrannus Hall (Boys), Shillong, Meghalaya (In CBCNEI |and)

Christian Literature Centre
Panbazar, Guwahati, Assam(Headquarter)
Impha, Manipur
Dimapur, Nagaland
UKhrul, Manipur
Tahamzam, Senapati, Manipur

North East Christian University (NECU), Burma Camp, Dimapur,
Nagaland

Eastern Theological College, Jorhat, Assam

Regional Partners

Church’sAuxiliary for Social Action (CASA)

North East Centre for Training and Research (NECTAR)
North East India Christian Council (NEICC)

North East India Harvest Network

Seva Bharat

Serving in Mission (North East India) (SIM-NEI)

ouplrwbhE
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7. YouthWithA Mission (YWAM)
8. PriscillaCentre

National Partners

Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF)

ALPHA India

Build India

Church’sAuxiliary for Social Action (CASA) Delhi, Kolkata
Evangelical Fellowship of India (EFI)

Friends Missionary Prayer Band (FMPB)
Indian Evangelical Mission (IEM)

Interserve India

National Council of Churchesin India (NCCI)
0. Trans World Radio-India (TWR)

11. Union of Evangelical Students of India (UES!)
12. United Christian Prayer for India (UCPI)

13. Yeshu Bhakt Pavitra Sabha (UP Mission)

14. World Vision India

BO®ONOOAWNE

Global Partners

AsiaPacific Baptist Federation (APBF)
Baptist World Alliance (BWA)
Christian Conference of Asia
International Ministries (IM)

Overseas Missionary Fellowship
World Council of Churches (WCC)

SIS

CBCNEI Secretaries:

Finance Secretary - Mr. Vikato Shikhu
Mission Secretary - Rev. Paoneikhup Serto
Property Secretary -  Mr.Rgibzillie
Medical Secretary - Dr. Bamin Tada

Justice & Peace Secretary Adv. Malthyus D. Sangma
CBCNEI Conference Centre (CCC)
Mess Hall

Commercial Building for Income Generating Projects
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EASTERN THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE,JORHAT
A Brief Academic Report of Eastern Theological
College, Jorhat 2021
as reported by Prof. Dr. Shimreingam Shimray, Vice Principal

In June 2020, under the national lockdown, the Collegehad to
undertake admiss on processesthrough online system and

compl eted registration with 104 new studentsand 246 continuing
students atogether 350 students. Four of our regular students
decided to defer their admission by ayear.

Class Female Male Total
BD | 38 41 79
BD Il 29 3B 67
BD III 33 A 67
BD IV 25 29 54
M.Th. | 12 10 22
M.Th. 11 20 25 45
D.Th. 1 1 12
SATHRI 1 3 (07}
159 191 350

External Sudents

BCS= 10&Dip.CS.=1=11 MA-HCD =57
GRAND TOTAL = 418

We have 52 tribesin the student enrollment. They areasfollows:
Adivas, And, Angami, Ao, Assamese, Bengali, Biate, Boro,
Chakhesang, Chin, Galo, Gangte, Garo, Gurkha, Halam, Kachin,
Karbi, Kharia, Khasi, Khiamniungam, Kom, Konyak, Kuki, Lai,
Liangmai, Lotha, Mao, Mara, Maram, Maring, Mate, Meite,
Mishing, Mizo, Mundari, Nocte, Nyishi, Phom, Pnar, Poumai,
Pochury, Rengma, Rongmei, Sangtam, Sumi, , Tangkhul, Tangsa,
Thadou, Tripuri, Wancho, Zeliang, and Zeme.
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Faculty Position: ETC has 18 teaching faculty.

Name Tribe Department
Rev. Prof. Dr. L. M. Narolalmchen Ao History of
Chrigtianity
Rev. Prof. Dr. Shimreingam Shimray ~ Tangkhul ~ Christian Ethics
& SA
Rev. Prof. Dr. Lima Jamir Ao New Testament
Rev. Prof. Dr. Razouselie Lasetso Chakhesang  New Testament
Prof. Dr. Sashikaba Kechutzar Ao Religions
Rev. Prof. Dr. Yangkahao Vashum Tangkhul  Christian
Theology
Rev. Prof. Dr. Zhodi Angami Angami New Testament
Rev. Prof. Dr. Marlene Ch. Marak Garo Communication
(married toAngami)
Rev. Dr. Phanenmo Kath Rengma CM-Counseling
Mrs. Vimeno Lasetso Angami History of
(married to Chakhesang)  Christianity
Rev. Prof. Dr. Woba James Poumai History of
Chrigtianity
Mrs. Dr. Lovely Awomi James Sumi Christian
(marriedto Poumai)  Theology
Mrs. Vashti Paoh Poumai Old Testament
(on doctoral study leave) (married to Angami)
Mrs. Dr. Akani Kinimi Sumi Old Testament
(married to Tangkhul)
Mrs. Esther Jish Rengma Rengma  Christian
Theology
Mrs. Renthunglo Kikon Lotha Music
Rev. Dr. Shyam Basumatary Boro CM- Education
Rev. Prof. Dr. Temjen S. Imchen Ao Old Testament

Programs. ETC offersBachelor of Divinity (B.D.) and Master of
Theology (M.Th.) Degreesof the Senate of Serampore College. We
offer M. Th. coursesin Christian Theology, History of Christianity,
Chrigtian Minigtry (Christian Educetion), Christian Ministry (Pastoral
Counseling) and New Testament. We offer Doctor of Theology

8 January - March 2021



Baptist News
(D.Th.) programin the department of Christian Theology, History of
Christianity and New Testament. (4 SATHRI research scholarswho
are being supervised by the Faculty membersof ETC resdeinthe
campus).

Besidesthese, weoffer Bachelor of Christian Studies(B.C.S.) and
Diplomaof Christian Studies(Dip. C.S.) of the Senate of Serampore
Collegeand Master of Artsin Holistic Child Devel opment (MA-
HCD) degree program of the College.

Asper the Results of 2020, we have out of 61 graduating students
linFirst Divisonwith 70% whileal otherspassed in Second
Division such as 28 of them with 65%; 28 of them with 60% and 4
of themwith 55% . Among the M. Th. Studentsout of 28 we have
13inFirst Divisonand remaining 15 studentsin high Second
Division of 65%.0ffices:

Besdestheofficeof Principa and Vice Principa, we havethe
following Officesthat take care of variousprograms.

ETC Doctoral Sudy Centre: ThisOfficelooksafter thedoctoral
study program. Prof. Dr. Razouselie L asetso servesasthe Dean of
the Centre.

Post-Graduate Studies: This Officelooksafter the program of
Master of Theology (M. Th.). Dr. Zhodi Angami isserving asthe
Dean of Post Graduate Studies.

Theological Education by Extension (TEE): ThisOfficetakes
careof thenon-residential theological education program of the
Senate of Serampore College. Under thisprogram we offer Bachelor
of Christian Studies(B.C.S.) and Diplomaof Chrigtian Studies (Dip.
C.S.). Dr. SashikabaK echutzar isthe Dean of this Office.
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Tribal Sudy Centre: TheTribal Study Centre of the Eastern
Theological Collegeisthefirst of itskindin Indiainitiated and Sarted
in 1995. Thisofficeisaprogram oriented officethat concernswith
tribal studies. Seminarsand Workshopsare being organized and it
producesajournal called Journal of Tribal Sudies. The Centreis
responsiblein bring out books under the Tribal Study Series. Dr.
Yangkahao Vashumis serving asthe Dean of the Centre.

Women Sudy Centre: Thisofficeworkstoward empowerment of
women. It organizes programstoinitiate awvareness of gender
equality. It has produced agood number of books. The Centre
conducts classesfor student’swivesand award Certificate of
Chrigtian Studies. Dr. Akani Kinimi isserving asthe Dean of the
Centre.

ILEMA: Ingtitute of Leadership Enhancement Ministry
Augmentation (ILEMA) isaningtitute offering College'sdegreein
twofieldssuchas, MA inHolistic Child Development and MA in
Peace Studies. The MA programsrequiretwo yearsafter basic
theological degreeor 3yearsfor the General Graduates. It also
producesvolumesof edited books. ILEMA aso bringsout alay-
friendly bi-annual journal called Church and Society in North East
India. Dr. Phanenmo Kathisthe Dean of ILEMA.

Sudents Practical Ministry: Students' practical ministry inand
around Jorhat hasbeen aregular featurefor BD final year students.
Besidesthat, they have been trained through practical involvementin
the Chapel Worship, Sunday Morning & Evening Worship and
Vesper. Sudents practical ministry isnormally arranged during the
Summer holidays. Each student will haveto submit report every year.
Dr. LimaJamir isthe Dean of thisMinistry.

),
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Baptist Theological College(BTC)

Baptist Theological College (BTC) is aministry of the Chakhesang
Baptist Church Council (CBCC). It started as a Bible school by early
local Christians on February 15, 1944, offering short term training in
local language. Today, it isa College that offers two courses: Bachelor
of Divinity (BD) degree with Senate of Serampore College/University
and Certificatein Church Music (CCM) with Baptist Institute of Church
Music (BICuM, a music department of BTC).
Itisaninternational and ecumenical community, represented by 25 people
groups from different denominations and countries. It is a College that
believesand promotesthe Gospel va ues of human dignity, mutual respect,
and equal opportunity for all members. Apart from curricular education,
BTC has various capacity building programs to prepare students for
multi-dimensional leadershipin both local and global contexts.
BTC invitesapplication for 2021-2022:
1. Bachelor of Divinity

i) 5 yearsfor 10+2 (any stream)

ii) 4 years for graduates and above (any stream)

iii) 2 yearsfor BTh graduates

2. Cetificatein Church Music: 1 year (matricul ate)

* Entrance Exam dates for BD: April 21 & June 23 (Applicants can
choose either)

* Last date of submission of Forms: March 31, 2021.
Application submitted after thisdatewill invitelatefine.

* Classeswill beginfrom July 1, 2021

For moreinformation visit website: www.btcnagaland.edu.in

Or contact: 8837398081 (Principal); 8974387536 (Vice Principa);
6009148910 (BICuM Co-ordinator) OR write/send forms:

principal 1lbtc@gmail .com; viceprincipal btc@gmail.com

***|_ook out for its Postgraduate programs in the next academic year.

)
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Clark Theological College

Academic Programs & Certificate Course
'MASTER OF THEOLOGY PROGRAM

CTC offers two years postgraduate deg in the following theclogical disciplines:

*  Christian Ministry (Education & Counseling)

# (Christian) Communication Entrance Exam
*  Christlan Theclogy May 11 & 13, 'zqizil
*  Christian Ethics (Tues & Wed)
Admission Requirements =

. Easseﬂ BD and equivalent with overall minimum grade of B-(52.5%) and B (57.5% and above) in cluster/
ranch.
* For Christian Theology, (Greek/Hebrew/Other biblical language/s) with B grade (57.5% and above) isa
pre-requisite.

BACHELOR OF DIVINITY PROGRAM

Bachelor of Divinity (BD) is the primary degree offered at CTC. Potential students may choose any of the op-
tions:

» BD 5 years after 1042 education. . Entrance Exam
May 11 & 12, 2021
* BD 4 years after BA and above and furnmltum:mdidlte wilulluSYnmIn- .
istry experience after basic theological ion (subject to g qualify- ('l'lll.‘.":wcd)
Ing exams conducted by SSC). June 24 & 25, 2021
* BD 2/3 years for BTh graduates (A lateral entry program to BD after SSC (Thurs & Fri)
BTh).

N.B—CTC is a center of examination for DMin, BCS & MCS (External studies with 55C).
¢ CIC also offers leadership development course to the BD graduating students in collaboration with Global LEAD Alliance.

For Application forms and other inquiries related to academic programs please contact the following:
Academic Dean, Rev. Dr. A. Temjen Jamir: +91-9402831514/ctcacademicfigmail.com
Dean of Postgraduate Studies, Rev. Dr. K. Dhanbir Rai: +91-9862882888/dhanbir_raif@yahoo.com
Principal, Prof. Rev. Dr. Mar Pongener: +91-9402695009 /cteprin@gmail.com

CERTIFICATE IN CHURCH MUSIC MINISTRY ) COURSES OFFERED
The certificate course will offer

MISSION STATEMENT
T prosida Chureh work: O Residential full time learner :ﬁc‘%wd':ﬁdms csumeﬂs
ers and music ministers 0 Full-fledged student of Clark Theological College = Music Theory
with astrong basic musi-  Pparticipate in all activities of CTC = ‘Conductin
calfoundationand lead- | © L 9
ership skills so that they it = Voice
will be equipped to serve O Fulfill all course requirements = Piano hymn-playing
Gocd}::::em'i:‘: of O Abide by all rules and regulations of CTC = Cantorship
= Music Composition
= Choir Organisation
COURSE QURATION
6 MONTHS (OCTOBER - APRIL)
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Harding Theological College
Edenbari Tura

Themain degree program Harding Theologica Collegeofferscurrently
isBachelor of Divinity (BD) both 4yearsand Syearsresidentia program
under Senateof Serampore. Alongwith B D programweoffer Bachelor
of Christian Studies(BCS) for thelast four years.

Itisvery exciting to understand the Will of God’ intheministry God
has given to our college under Garo Baptist Convention. We can see
growth of theministry from thegraphic raise shown below inthetable.
| congder thisministry will remain alegacy inthe History of Council of
Baptist Churchesin North East Indiaand Garo Baptist Conventionin

particular.

New Sudent Enrolment Table
Sl | Year Gents Ladies Outside Within Denominational | Total
No of State | State representation
1 2015 20 5 2 23 2 25
2 2016 25 12 9 28 3 37
3 2017 16 16 5 27 4 32
4 2018 40 25 9 56 4 65
5 2019 44 17 8 53 4 61
[ 2020 33 22 8 47 3 55
7 2021 28 11 8 31 3 39
BCSSudents
S1 | Year Gents Ladies Total
No
1 2017 8 10 18
2 2018 13 3 16
3 2019 6 4 10
4 2020 10 2 12
5 2021 T 1 8
Total 64
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New Programs

a) Master of Theology: The collegeis planning to offer Master
Program from 2022 June academic years. This proposal has been
approved by Garo Baptist Convention and College Governing Board.
We aretargeting to offer in three theol ogical disciplinessuch as (@)
New Testament (b) History of Christianity (c) Counsdling & Chrigtian
Minidry.

b) Research Centre on Matrilineal Study: The College is
contemplating toingtitute Matrilinea Study Centreand enrol students
thosewho arewilling to do research specifically on matrilined society.
Thisprogramwill facilitate | nternational Students, National students
and Regional studentsto learn more about matrilineal society andits
philosophy. The program will link with Tribal Research Centre at
Babadam West Garo Hills, Meghalaya.

c¢) D.MinExam Centre: TheCollegeisoneof the Exam Centrefor
D.Min program and through the Exam centrethe collegewill coordinate
with Senate of Seramporeto runthecourseinour region. Thisprogram
amsto promoteleadership and skill development for church ministers
with research standard and with theol ogical recognised degrees.

Faculty of the College

Thegreatest college project isthefaculty devel opment at the moment.
Withinfew years timewehave produced threefacultieswith doctorate
and another six havejoined for thedoctora studies. Wearethankful to
God for Hismercy and Hisgrace showered upon us.

Thankfully faculty council isrepresentedwith Six ladiesand ten gentlemen
inthecollege. | am grateful to all our humbled faculty membersand
praising our Almighty for blessng usal committed saffs.
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Faculty List
S1 | Name Sex Position Qualification | Subject
No
1. | Dr. Imnanungshi Imsong | Male Principal D.Th New Testament
2. |Rev. Dr. Namseng R | Male Academic | Ph.D Education
Marak Dean
3. | Rev. Krusbelt G Momin Male Core M.Th Social Analysis
4. | Rev. Lalmingthangi C | Female | Core M.Th Old Testament
Marak
5. |Rev. Dr. Chakme Ch | Female | BCS Dean | D.Th History of
Marak Christianity
6. | Rev. Dr. Lima Longkumer | Male M.Th Dean | D.Th New Testament
7. | Rev. Rinje N Sangma Female | Core Doctoral New Testament
study
8. | Mr. Aosunep Imsong Male Core M. Th Religions
9. | Ms. Cardina R Marak Female | Core Doctoral Religions
Study
10. | Mrs. Kilangsangla | Female | Core M.Th Women Study
Longchar
11. | Mr. Anirban K Marak Male Core Doctoral Communication
Study
12. | Mr. Fellestone B Marak Male Core Doctoral Old Testament
Study
13. | Mr. John Stallion Ch | Male Core Doctoral Theology
Marak Study
14. | Mr. Gordon Sangma Male Core Doctoral Theology
Study
15. | Rev. Krickwin Ch Marak | Male Sup.Ant M.Th Missiology
16. | Ms. Xene M Sangma Female | Prt Tm MA English
Saff Position

The college has two library staffs, two office staffs and seven
groundgtaffs. With the new programintroducing morefull timeand part
time staff will berecruited.

Harding Universal Trust: The Garo Baptist Convention hasgiven
respons bility to managethe collegewith aRegistered Trust in 2014.
Now astheTrust isRegistered under Indian Trust Act 1882, the Trust
isgranted permission to conduct varioustraining programsand obtained
permission to receive help for public charitable ministry. With the
formation of the Trust, we are organising several training programs
focussing on Skill and Liveihood promotion. The Trustisableto partner
withdl likeminded non-Governmentd organisation and Governmental
establishments. Thisisanother innovativeinitiativefor the collegeto
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impart theol ogica educationinwholeness.

EndWords

On behalf of the Harding Theological College, | thank our General
secretary CBCNEI Rev Dr Akheto Semafor thisopportunity to share
brief report of our college. Weare so thankful to Internationa Ministry
(IM) for supporting our project all thetimewe needed your helping
hand. Infact, Harding Theol ogica Collegehasdirect connectionwith
Baptist International Ministry asthefounder Principal wasRev Dr
Frederic William Harding, one of themissionariesof American Baptist
Missonfrom 1919. | fondly remember meeting our Director IM couple
of timeintwo important occasions. Hewasawayspositivetowards
funding many of our projects. Wethank God for our Baptist leaders
worldwideasthey sacrificetheir livesto build thekingdom of God on
theearth. All Glory beto our Almighty God.

Reported by

Dr Imnanungshi Imsong
Principa HTC Tura
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ORIENTAL THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY

Programsof Studies

Oriental Theologica Seminary (OTS) isagraduateingtitution of higher
learning and iscommitted to thelordship of Jesus Christ, academic
excellence, and ministry formation. Thevision of OTSisto nurture
Chrigtianleadersfor postmodern aswdll asdevel oping contextstowards
intellectud proficiency, theological coherence, spiritual maturity, and
practica efficiency.

OTSfocuseson thevariousgiftsof studentsfor Christian ministry that
await development and direction by striving to fulfill their aspirations
and envisaging their varied callingsto be pastors, missional |eaders,
educators, counsdaors, community organizers, and socid activigts. OTS
iscommitted to equip studentswith academic and professional skills
whileingtilling inthem adeep conviction of whothey areasdisciplesof
Jesus Christ asthey prepareto minister inacomplex world.

OTS, sinceitsestablishment in 1991 by the Nagaland Baptist Church
Council (NBCC), has conducted 25 commencementswith over 500
graduatesinitslist. OTSislocated 20 kms South-west of Dimapur,
Nagaland inalush green space covering an areaof 70.5 acresof land,
generoudy donated by theinhabitantsof Badevillage.

MASTER OF DIVINITY (MDiv): TheMDiv degreeisdesigned
for academic competency and professiona ministry. TheMDiv program
istailored for studentswithaBachelor’'sDegreeinany disciplinefrom
arecognized college/university. The programisaccredited by Asia
Theologica Association (ATA). Thisprogram ensuresthat students
develop skillsin preaching, teaching, church administration, leading
worship, counsding, and community services whichwill effectively assst
inthe communi cation and implementation of thegospd . Studentsget to
involveinthe systematic study of scripture and theology whilebeing
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exposed to the current theol ogi cal i ssuesand positions of theday, with
thegod of equipping to think independently and constructively inthe
areasvital tominigtry.

MASTER OFARTSIN CLINICAL COUNSELING (MACC):
The MACC is atwo-year full-time program that aims to prepare
theoreticaly proficient, clinicaly skilled, and compassionatementd hedlth
practitioners. Thisprogramisoffered to studentswithaBachelor’s
Degreeinany disciplinefromarecognized college/university. Students
will betrained and nurtured within asupportive Chrigtian environment
for the development of the whole person — spiritually, emotionally,
intdlectudly, andrlaiondly. Thisprogramisuniqueinitsemphasson
anintegrative gpproach and the practiceof clinical counsding usingthe
multiplelensof psychol ogy, theology, and Christian faith-based practices,
preparing studentsto interact with and work in the mental health field
whilemaintainingaChristianworldview.

MASTER OF THEOLOGY (MTh): TheMThisatwotofour-year
study-research program for studentswho have earned aBD/MDiv
degree from a recognized institution to broaden and deepen their
theol ogical knowledge and to sharpen their critical-analytical skills
through advanced research. Thisgoal isachieved by providing the
studentsthe opportunity to take advanced coursesin areasprevioudy
undertaken and coursesthat would helptheminther preferred field of
ministry. The program allows students to become conversant and
competent in deve oping their methodol ogicd framework and specidize
inthar areaof interest. TheMTh programisajointinitiativeof Orienta
Theological Seminary (OTS) and Shalom Bible Seminary (SBS). The
consortium of OTSand SBSfor theMTh programisrun by theAsia
Graduate School of Theology-North East India(AGST-NEI) under
the aegisof AsaTheological Association (ATA). TheMThdegreeis
offeredintheareasof Christian Ethics, Christian History, Christian
Theology, and Practicd Theology.

For more information about OTS or to apply online, visit:
www.otsnagaland.edu.in
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Trinity Theological College
Thahekhu, Dimapur

Brief report of the college during the last and current Academic
year.
As reported by Principal, TTC

Trinity Theologica Collegeistheprimeeducationd project of the” Sumi
Baptist Convention” (SBAK, SABAK, and WSBAK) consisting of
about 350 Baptist churches. The collegewas established in 1992 with
atheme“DisciplingtheDisciples’. The college campusislocated at
Thahekhu, Dimapur spread across 30 acresof land. Thecollege offers
B.D. and M.Th. in 3 departments (Old Testament, New Testament
and primal religion from 2021 academic session). We hopeto start
moredepartmentsin M. Th. level and God willingwe should be ableto
dart research programin another 5to 10 years. Thefaculty devel opment
isgoing onwell, presently we have 5 doctorates, while 3 areawaiting
their Doctord result (rejoined the collegeafter completing their resdentid
studies) and 3moreareon doctora studies. Wearegrateful to CBCNEI
for thescholarship granted towardsfaculty development. Wearel ooking
forward and preparing to upgrade all M. Th. faculty to doctoratein
theology inanother 5years.

Another exceptiond initiativeof TTCistheoffering of Music diploma
alongwiththeB.D. degreewith 2 full time qualified music lecturer
specialized intheory, conducting and piano. Theinterested qualified
studentsareawarded diplomain Music certificate (4 years course) on
graduation.

Sudentsenrolment and admission

Thetotal enrolment of the student for 2020-2021 academic session
is 296 (B.D. 292 and 4 M.Th.). Application form for the next
academic sessionfor B.D. and M. Th. isstill under process. Thelast
datefor submissionis31% Mar ch 2021 and the entrancetest isto be
conducted on 9" April 2021. Therewill be second phase of admission
January - March 2021 19



Baptist News
process subject to the availability of seat fromthefirst selectiontest.
Application form can be collected from the of fice or download from
the Collegewebsite: www.ttcedu.org

Changeof Academic Dean and appointment

Dr. Akatoli Chishi hasbeen gppointed asthe new Academic Deanwith
effect from 1% August 2020 in place of Dr. Zakali Shohe whileDr.
Imsu Longchar hasbeen newly gppointed asthe Deanfor higher sudies.

Financial Position

TTC grivestobecomeafully sdf rdianceingtitutionwith careful financia
planning and resources. In responseto the Covid 19 pandemic crisis
the college has reduced student’ sfees by about 30% for the current
academic session. However, the deficit amount towardsfaculty and
staff salary has been augmented for the collegereserved fund. There
are36employeesof TTC (17 faculties, 6 dericd gaff, and 13 supporting
geff).

Development duringthelast and current academic sessions

1. Thecollegeauditorium project with agitting capacity of about 1000
hasbeen completed within ayear of commencement of work. This
multipurpose collegeauditoriumwill beused assdlf reliance project
for dl socid and rdigiousgatherings (Associationsrelated programs,
conferences, seminars, weddingsetc.)

2. Girlshostd extensionfor M.Th. students completed with partia
helpfrom Sumi Baptist Church Kohima(designated as 75" SBCK
jubilee memoria hosted)

3. A Staff quarter 2 storied RCC building has been constructed and
occupied from the collegeresources

4. Thecollege chapel hall has been renovated from thetithes and
offering fromthe college community.

5. Principa’squarter and college campusroad black topping (repairing
and extension) worksaregoing on.

(),

20 January - March 2021



Baptist News

Shalom Bible Seminary, K ohima, Nagaland

Shaom Bible Seminary was started on October 8, 1996 by theAngami
Baptist Church Council (ABCC) with 15 students (13 girlsand 2 boys)
for the Bachelor of Theology (BTh) program. Thisyear, Shalomis
celebrating its 25" year of humbletraining and equipping of God's
ministers. Thetotal student strength now standsat 202 (104 boysand
98 girls) with studentsfrom all the North East States, and mainland
India. We offer thefollowing programs:

(1) Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
(2) Magter of Divinity, MDiv (General)
(3) Magter of Divinity (MDiv) in
(a) Youth Ministry & Family
(b) Pastoral Leadership
(c) Biblical Sudies
(4) Master of Theology (MTh) in Practical Theology being
offered under the aegis of theAsiaGraduate School of

Theology, North East India(AGST-NEI) in consortium
with Oriental Theological Seminary (OTS), Bade,

Dimapur.
All of Shalom’sprograms come under the purview of Asa
Theologica Association (ATA)

For queries: www.shalomnagaland.org

Contact #

Principal —9862022737

Academic Dean — 8259949905

Post Graduate Dean - 8730036638

L ast dateof submission of forms: April 1, 2021
EntranceExam: April 9, 2021. Session to begin: July 6, 2021
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The Manipur Theological College

(Affiliated to Senate of Serampor e College)
Mission Compound K angpokpi, Manipur.

Asreported by Rev. Dr. Letkhothang Haokip, Principal

Brief Report (2020-2021)
- TheAcademic Session: The 1% Semester of the new academic

session 2020-21 began with onlineclassesfrom 2 week of July,
2020 and the 2™ Semester beginswith off-line classesfrom 8"
January 2021. Thisacademic year, 34 new studentsincluding 6
girlsand seven M. Th. (ML CU) studentsjoined the College and
now thetota number of thestudentsis 107. Thereare 14 (fourteen)
faculty membersincluding onevisiting lecturer. The Collegeis
offering M. Th. inthe Department of Theology and Ministry and
thisisdonein collaboraionwithMartin Luther Christian University,
Shillings Meghdaya

- Students’ scholarship: By the grace of God thisyear we have

received good amount of money from the Churches and well
wishersin order to help the needy students of the college. We
have received a sum of Rs.10, 000/- (Ten thousand) from
Kangpokpi Mission Chapel, Rs.1, 00, 000/- (One lakh) from
Singapore, Rs.50,000/- (fifty thousand) from CBCNEI.

- Lecturer on Study leave: Rev. Alfred Chiruisonstudy leavedoing

22

hisDoctor of Theology in Church History at United Theologica
College Bangalore. He has successfully compl eted three years
residential period. Now ashe applied for study L eaveextension,
the Board has accepted hisapplication and gave one moreyear
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extension. Heisjoining the College from coming June, 2021
onwards.

ADMISSION NOTICE:

Coursesoffer: BD/M.Divand M. Th.
Eligibility forAdmisson

a 10+2forBDfiveyears
Graduate & abovefor BD four years
Senate B.Thll class& Abovefor BD two years
Senate B.Thlll Classfor BD threeyear
Graduatefor M.Div threeyear
ATA B grade & abovefor M.Div. Twoyears
0. ATAB grade& abovefor M. Thtwoyears

ENTRANCE TEST: On 4" June 2021 on the following
subjects

a. Biblicd Knowledge
b. English(Basic)
c. Generd knowledge (GK)

Application formsand Prospectus can be collected from
a MBCOffic: 4414994633
b. MTC Office: 8732020583
c. www.mtcedu.in
d. mtckangpokpi @gmail.com

L ast Date of form submission: 31% May, 2021

-~ 0o o0 T

()
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Witter Theological College

Witter Theologica Collegeasnamed after Dr. William Ellsworth Witter
(1885-1888), thefirst official Educational Missionary to LothaNagas,
islocated inthe hillock of Vankhosung under WokhaDistrict, Nagaland.

The need for the L othas to have a Bible School was envisioned by
Rev. Megus ezo Angami and thus motivated theAmerican Missionaries.
Therefore, in 1946 Rev. J.E. Tenguist deputed him from Kohimato
supervisetheestablishment of the Bible School at LBCA Mission Centre
Vankhosung in coordination with Rev.Zanao Yanthan, offering Two-
Year Coursein LothaNagalanguage asthe medium of instruction till
1990.

Intheyear 1991, Vankhosung Bible School was upgradedto aThree-
Year Diplomain Theology Course and was renamed after Dr. W.E.
Witter with English asthe medium of instruction. Later, the Institute
was upgraded to aFull-fledged Degree Course offering aFive-Year
Bachelor of Theology.

The Collegewasfurther strengthened as:

— The Higher Education Department, Government of | ndiaRecognized
in 2008.

—TheNBCC voted to accord Permanent Recognition in 2015.
—The Senate of Serampore College/University granted Full Affiliation
in2016.

—The Senate of Serampore College/University aso Grant theprovision
to offer Bachelor in Christian Studies (BCS) and Diplomain Christian
Studies (Dip.Cs) coursein 2017.

— The Council of Baptist Churchesin North East India (CBCNEI)
granted Full Affiliationin 2017

Witter Theological Collegeiscommitted to maintain acommunity of
faculty, staff, and studentsrecognizing theinherent dignity and worth of
eachindividual asbeing created intheimage of God. It aimsto create

a transformed life as we mould individuals who would bring
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transformable changes to Society, the Church and the World. The
mission of WTC isto train leaders as Godly and vibrant leaders to
serveastransforming agentsto the Church and Society.

The College hasundergone severa phasesof progressand devel opment
offering diplomacourses, Bache or of Theology and Bachelor of Divinity
through Vernacular to English medium. It has catered to the needs of
thelocal congregation for decades. At present, the college offersfive-
year Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) programmefor 10+2 candidatesand
four year for Graduate of any recognize university. It also offers
Extension Course i.e., Bachelor of Christian Studies (B.C.S.) and
Diplomain Christian Studies (Dip. C.S) under Senate of Serampore.
The minimum duration of study under this schemeis 3 yearsand 2
yearsrespectively.

With thefund received from EMW Germany in July 2020, the College
Library has been upgraded with more books, computer facilities,

spacious and well-furnished reading hall, furnished furniture,
uninterrupted online UPS /el ectricity etc.

Asthe College engages in equipping the young people through the
ministry of Theologica Education and Ministerial Formation, weinvite
oneand all to be part of thisventure.

Important Events:

Foundation Day :1% February.

Intensive Practical Ministry :April/May.

New Academic Session : June/duly.

College Prayer Day - First Sunday of August.

B.D Entrance Exam for 2021-2022 : June 24-25, 2021.

Sincerdly,

(DR. MOANUNGSANG)
Principd
Witter Theological College, Wokha

January - March 2021 25



Baptist News

WORDSOFEXHORTATIONONTHE FEAR
OF THELORD

“TheFear of theLord isthegateway tolife”
(Ref: Psalms 112 & 128)

Rev Prof Akheto Sema, General Secretary, CBCNEI

Inthe past, our parentsand el ders (including Pastors) had thesewords
totell usright at our face: “Young man (woman), havethefear of God
inyour life. It will doyou good. Youwill prosper. Youwill havealong
life.” Indeed, thispreciousadvice which cannot be bought with money,
wedlth andforma education. Thisisaninforma education passed through
our eldersand parentswho out of their experiencesfredy taught usone
of the greatest adviceson thefear of the Lord.

Thesedayswedon’t hear much about such teaching on thefear of the
Lord. Weintentionally avoidit or shy away to utter thesewords! We
are so occupied or busy in our ownworld and havefailed to teach our
younger generation thisimportant teaching. Nominaismandliberalism
have comeinto our livesand asaresult, real fear of Godisgivenless
attention and way below our list of priorities. Thisisasorry state of
affairinour churchesandin Chrigtianlife.

There are different kinds of fear. Fear of rejection; fear of losing
reputation; job; fear of physical harm, sickness- fear of what’sgoingto
happen, fear of certainthingscalled ‘ phobias’, fear of thefutureand
change, bad news, financid fearsand many other fearswhich arevery
natura, norma andweadll gothroughinlife.

Thereisanother kind of ‘fear’, that is, ‘ thefear of God' or the‘ fear of
the Lord’. The Bible has so much of references on the ‘fear of the
Lord.’
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IntheBible, theword ‘fear’ hasto dowith Holy fear toworship Him,
Godly fear, to obey, toloveHim, to givereverence to God, to give due
respect, devotion to God-to honour God, awesomefear of God. To
fear God means, to do Hiswill and allow Himto fulfil Hispurposein
our lives.

And asGod'schildren, created by Him, we areto fear Him aways.
Men, women and children of God must have the fear of God. Itis
required of ustofear, togiveour dlegiance, givereverencetothisHoly
and awesome God.

Infact, itismandatory tofear Himat al times. Inthe Old Testament, it
wasmandatory for the Hebrew family, the parentsto teach thechildren
tofear theLord.

Let medtart citing few lifeexamples of God's peoplewho had thefear
of theLordinther livesand became great and mighty people used by
God. Abrahamwascalled ‘ afriend of God’ whose descendant became
anation. Joseph, aHebrew, who becameagresat ruler in Egypt, forgave
hisbrotherswho sold himto davetraders, did not yield to temptation
from Potiphar’swife because he had thefear of the L ord. King David
had thefear of theLord and asaresult: Killed alion, Goliath, thegiant,
did not take revenge on king Saul Committed adultery but realized it
quickly its consequences and repented. The sameKing David, out of
hisexperiencesinlifewrote. “ Surely Hissavationisnear to thosewho
fear Him...” inPs.85:9andin Ps. 103:17 hewrote* Thelovingkindness
of theLordisfrom everlasting to everlasting on thosewho fear Him”.

Yes, the“fear of theLord” issurdly a* pathfinder”, aguide, asure step
towardslifeinabundance. The‘fear of the Lord’ leadsto prosperity. It
leadstowardsrecelving God' sfaithfulnessinour lives. It givesushope.
Received| God'spromises. FromtheBiblica perspective, thisiswhat
| call ‘theend result of fearingtheLord'.

Now, doesit make any senseto ustoday? What are the lessonswe
learn from these people of God who had the*fear of theLord’ ? Does
it gpply tomy lifeand your lifetoo? Theteachingsfrom the Bibleonthe
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wholeissueof ‘fearing the Lord’ without doubt, isclear. Let usapply it
inour lives. Remember that, the Lord, God has assured usto blessus
if we havethefear of Him. Rest assured of that.

Theimportant teaching on the result-oriented ‘ fear of theLord’ are
applicableinour lives, in our family, in our church andin our work
places. Today as Christian Govt. servants, bureaucrats, leadersin our
society, students and responsible men and women in general are
encouraged to havethefear of God if wewant to see change.

Thefear of theLordwill lead tointegrity inone'slife. In Proverbs8:13,
“tofear theLordisto hateevil: | hate pride and arrogance, evil ways
andfasewords’. Menand women of integrity will hateand avoid what
isevil orwrong. Through on€'slifeintermsof conduct, life-style, words
and actionsand character weareto reflect integrity.

Intoday’s context/society, thingsare so different. We havefailed to
distinguishwhat isblack and what iswhite. What isright fromwrong?

Theexcusewetakeis: ‘thisisthe system’ and asaresult moral and
ethical issuesarenot taken serioudly. Integrity iscompromised! But if
wehavethefear of theLord, integrity on right attitude, right conduct,
strong godly character to the extent of emulating Christ-like character,
right perspective, positiveoutlook, right worldview will result to change
and makeanimpact.

Oneof my favourite BibleversesisProverbs 22:4. * Fear the Lord and
be humble and you will haveriches, honour andalonglife’. Thisisa
strong statement of God’s promisesto thosewho fear theLord. This
verse hasaconnotation on prosperity theology but it does not matter
aslong asthe promiseholdtrueinour lives.

Proverbs 19:23 also says, “ Fear the Lord and you will livealong life,
content and safefromharm”. Weall want ‘ good life’ whichincludes
wealth, riches, good health, long life, honour & respect. Thisisvery
human but it comesfrom God.

Besiderichesand long life, we need * honour, respect’ but we don't
buy respect and honour with money, we get it by our good works. We
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gainrespect through our worksin the officesby being asincere officer,
aperforming officer, thereissign of changein your work place, you
‘walk thetalk’ —you get respect. More o, if you are God-fearing
person, you gain extrapoints—morerespect. You honour God sincerely
andtruly; Hewill hdpuslivealifeof honour and respect. Liveafulfilling
lifeasstudent by fearing the Lord. Thereisfuturefor you.

L et usbereminded again about thefear of God and itsbenefit. Someone
said, never becomeso ‘familiar’ with God that you loseyour reverence
or thefear for Him'. Thisisthestatusof Christianlifetoday. We have
taken for granted that even without fear of God we are okay. We have
ignored thered meaning & purposeof fearingtheL ord. But, by fearing
Godrightly, we canlivewisdly in an uncertain world today. Fear God,
and you will have nothing elseto fear. It will help you in al your
undertakings. Thefear of the Lordisthe key to Hisblessings. Fear
Him. Wak in Hiswaysand receive Hisblessngs.

B9/
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LewisMemorial (LM) Sudent’sMinistry

As reported by M. Talimoa Ao, Chaplain

Greetingsfrom LewisMemoria Student’sMinistry toall thereaders.

Asweadl know that the year 2020 wasahorrific year dueto covid-19
pandemic. Andthereforedl the collegesand thelndtitutionswereclosed
down, and thestudentscontinued their learning only thro’ onlinesystem
fromhome. Thus, in such adesperatestuation, LM year 2020 academic
sessionwas moreon survival. and unlikethe past years could not
have normal activities. However, now with theimprovement of covid-
19 situation presently there are 42 students, and gradually coming
back to normd lifewith limited programand activities. Hopefully we
are expecting better days and have more students and do greater
ministry during 2021-22 academic session.

ACCADEMIC STATUS: 2020

HS : 05
BA 13
B com . 04
Bsc : 01
BCA 102
Coaching students 0 12
LLB 104
Ph.D 01
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STUDENTSCOMMUNITY - WISE:

SIm  Nyshi Chakesang Mishimi Ao

02 02 01 01 08

Kuki Bodo Thangkhul Chiru Pate

04 02 01 01 01

Lankang Garo Phom Vaphe Mete
01 01 02 02 01
Hrangkhol Assamese Poumai Maram

02 01 01 01

Liangma

01

2021 UPCOMING PROGRAM
Fresher’'sSocial
Retreat/Seminar
Sportsweek

Lastly but not the least, | expressmy thanksto CBCNEI Officeon
behdf of al the5 studentsof LM hostd for granting scholarshipasum

of Rs 30000/- each. Continue to pray and support L M student’s
Ministry for God'sglory.

=
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WHITE MEMORIAL Student Ministry

As reported by Mrs Neisewheno Sria, Chaplain

Greetingsfrom White Memoria Ministry family to all inthe name of
our Lord Saviour Jesus Christ. | praise God for blessing uswith a
chanceto beginanother lifewith new hopeand vision. Oncelife seems
to be so uncertaininthemidst of thisCovid 19. Weweredisturbed but
our good God comforted usby keeping usin His save hand supplying
all our needs. Those were the days and months God intervened by
giving usaheart toworship and to remember Hisunfailinglove. Thank
God for sparing our lives and granting us new hope and futureto go
forward onceagain.

Enrolments:

Asan aftermath of the pandemic, the new academic session begins
very reluctantly with very few new studentsand new admissionisway
below the mark till now ascompared to previousyears. Coursewise
breakup of studentsat present:

BALLB:04|B.Sc: 04| BA: 03|BBA: 01|B.Ed: 01| MA: 01
SSC Coaching: 01 | SCH Nursing: 04

Out of theabove boarders, 6 (sx) of themwill begraduatingin
2021. Thefinal year studentswill completetheir courses somewhere
inAugust or September 2021.

Yearly Activities:

Games and Sports— Combine Gamesand Sportswith
L.M. Student Ministry somewherein Oct/Nov.

Socia Work —Onceinamonth, daily Roll call, Vesper etc.
Spiritual Activities:
Every Monday boarderswere given privilegetotake part in sharing
theword of God. We give moretimes on Wednesday in memorizing
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Bibleverses. Friday evening welearned hymnsand Biblestudy. Sunday
evening isour timeof devotion where students present special items
like special songs, choreography, testimony etc. Apart fromthis, we
also encouraged boarderstojointheir community fellowship and take
part which doesnot coincidewith our Sunday devotiontiming.

Tentative Year Plan:
4" Dec. 2021 Saturday Advent Christmas Celebration
12" & 13" Nov. 2021 Games & Sports

Donation:

The pandemic hasbrought adrastic changein thefunctioning of the
hostdl, especialy infinancial matter. The situation hasbecomeatight
corner. However, in our difficult times God aways shower Hismercy
upon us. Fromthevery beginning of itsinception, W. M. Ministry has
been in existence by donationsof cheerful givers. Till today the same
trend persistsand it’sour hope and prayer that it continuesin daysto
come. | expressmy heartfelt gratitudeto al friendsthosewho help us
indifferent waysduring theyear 2020 —-2021.

1. BWFNEI (Rs.50,000/-)
2. Mrs. Phutoli Changmak (Rs.10,000/-)

3.  MsllitoZhimo(2nos. of big gasstove/burner, Hot Casserole,
TeaCan)

Pastor Peter Thong & family, Guwahati (1 fan)
KahiliparaBaptist Church, Guwahati (2 Fans)

Assam Baptist Convention (Women Dept.) —Rs. 21,000/-
Mr. Rakhikanta (Imphal, MBC) 2 fans—Rs. 3400/-

8.  Mr.Vanboi LanuAimol (Imphal, MBC) 1fan—Rs. 1800/-

Onceagain| humbly request al our respected membersto continueto
pray for theWM Hostel ministry, sothat it can continueto serve God's
childreninthiscity.

N o g &
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“Ending Bible Poverty,” CBCNEI Mission Department in partnership with

Youth with a Mission (March 25)
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Renovated CPBCNLE Conference Hall

Through the donations received from individuals, families, churches and

associations

-

Wl [CBCNEI Conference Hall

For the Glory of God
The Renovated fere Il is dedicated by
Rev. Prof. Akheto Sema,

General Secretary, CBCNEI

on 19th April, 2021
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Collaborative effort of CBCNEI Mission Department and Assam Baptist

Convention for reaching out along with ministry partners (February 18)

i

Adv Malthyus D Sangma, Secretary for Justice & Peace during the Leadership

Seminar at Bibagre Baptist Church, Chokpot, Meghalaya (March 12 - 14)
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Shillong Tyrannus Hall (STH)

as reported by Dr Kansinlung Kamei, Chaplain

| bringwarm Chrigtian greetingsfrom STH Shillong, CBCNEI student’s
ministry. We praise God for hel ping and protecting usduring the days
of pandemic caused by novel coronavirus. Thistiny virushas shaken
thewholeworld. Thisvirushasnot only affected the physical health of
the people but al so affected them psychologically. Fear has gripped
many, fear of being affected, fear of losing one'slife fear of losing
loved one and undoubtedly it has also affected the economy of the
nations. 2020 has been the most dreaded year of our lifetime; theyear
that surprised uslike no other year! Wewere under thegrip of Covid
19directly or indirectly with al the challengesand difficulties. We
were tested on many fronts; our emotionstook atoll and we were
compelledto go on our kneesmoreoftenthan not. Duetothispandemic
our academic cdendar isdd ayed, admissionto higher sudiespostponed,
our boys have been in Holidays for 10 months without physical
fellowship. But our Lord hasdelivered usfrom death, our eyesfrom
tears and our feet from stumbling. Praise be unto God that slowly
everything hasrestored back to normalcy. It wasboth asad year but
also an eye opener to God's sovereignty, His power, his plan and
purposefor us.

After along break of silence our students have comeback to the hostel
by the last week of January, 2021 and they have resumetheir daily
activitiesand regular classes. Thisacademic year we have 42 boys
(out of which 30 of them are Old and 12 are new comers) from 20
different ethnic communities. Not like other hostels, STH isuniquefor
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itsunity and diversities. We have studentsfrom variousculturd, ethnic,
linguistic backgrounds and these features enrich the community life.
Thisacademic year two higher secondary studentswill be completing
their PU and 14 studentswill be graduating from various streamsfrom
our hostel. And 16 seatswill be vacant for admissionin STH for the
next academic year 2021- 2022.

MINISTRY EVENTS:

1.

STH annual day of prayer was organised on the 20" of Feb.
2021.

One day retreat program was organised on the 3 March,
2021.

Outreach/Missontripfor thefina year sudentsto beorganised
inthe month of May, 2021.

GENERAL AND UPCOMINGEVENTS:

1.

Genera Electionsfor the STH student’sleaderswereheld on
27" Feb. 2021.

Fresher’sday, washeld on the 11™ of March, 2021.

3. STH Sportsmeet, to beheld onthe 12— 13" of April, 2021.

Annual outing for the student to be organised in the month of
May 2021.

4
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Greetings to CBCNEI from APBF.

Few months ago, | sent cut a letter to the conventions menticoning about o generation ago when Asia
and the Pacific heavily relied on the activities of missionaries from the West to bring the gospel to cur
region. 200 years or more have passed now and you will find the mission perspectives in Asia and
Pacific region are changing rapidly.

The number of missionaries from the West has declined, and with the decrease of missionaries from
‘Western countries it is imperative that believers from our region must capture the heart of God and
pursue His mission in our region. It is in this reality that many Churches who are now most ably

resourced must use the gth of our congreg Iy for the exp of the gospel not
only in our region but even beyond.

‘What does CBCMEI hold? The strength in numbers and an indomitable passion.

Look at our present churches who have grown from 3-5 beli to th is of beli now. We
praise God for sending missionaries like William Carey to our land. They have toiled in the Great
Commission with commitment that calls us to ask ourselves what we can do and how we can continue this
work of the gospel Jesus preached?

2021 and beyond, it is indeed our time and we must not lose this opportunity that God has given 1o
make the most of it. What a powerful force we can become if we work together in this grand journey
God hos placed His trust upon us. This challenge is in our midst. What are we going to do about it?

The global vision for each Boptists is to obey Jesus' command to make disciples of all nations by
participating, as part of the global church, in sharing the gospel with every culture and every people.
As a frontal organization amongst the Baptist in the Morth East, the Council of Baptist Churches in the
Morth East of India is placed in a regional capacity to activate, connect and collaborate our Baptist
churches for the mission work in our region,

What a privilege it is as Asia Pacific Baptist Federation te werk in partnership in this great weork of
Geod. Our journey together has been most ingful. Our task her as Baptists body has given us
the opportunity to leverage with our churches and conventions. Given the history of 200 growth, may
God find us faithful. May God help us to do our best in the task of the fulfilment of the Great
Commission during our lifetime.

Sincerely in Christ,

Vo

Vesekhoyi Tetseo (Vee), Th.D
General Secretary
APBF

Tck 81 S8 9551714

K75

Asia Pacific Baptist Feder L any b & th e Reglstry of Companies (UEN: 201706341M)
: aikl spbf@gmail com
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Pray for. ..

v the situation in Myanmar

v the global and regional partners of the
Council

\ Six conventions
\' Associations and associate members

v CBCNEI Secretaries and Department
heads

v Student Ministries
v North East Christian University
\ Eastern Theologica College
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Looking at Missions with Fresh
Eyes - Post-Pandemic:
Matthew 14:14-20*

Dr Sanyd Iralu, Principal
Shalom Bible Seminary, Kohima, Nagaland

Introduction: TheCovid-19 pandemicthat hasraged globally in 2020
has awakened usto theneed for Christian ministry to begiven anew
facelift. Our covers have been blown in terms of the need for: (1)
innovation (when the churches get locked down, how can pastorsuse
technology to continuefeedingtherr flocks?), (2) pointed spiritud teaching
(when over-zea ous Charismati cs have taunted the sensible that God
will take careof hisown people and that we should not stop gathering
inthe churches), (3) recoursesto onlineteaching (when our educational
ingtitutionslike school s, colleges, seminariescannot resume), and many
more. Thepandemic crisishasa so exposed the less-than-appropriate
armour of both the church and society, and has sensitized usfor the
spiritual battlesthat areraging in our midst even today, and many more
that will confront us in times to come. In other words, it is very
appropriatefor usto ask whether our churches have properly geared
up to tacklethe manifold challenges affecting ustoday, or will affect us
inthedaysto come.

ThelLiterary Context:

In analyzing any passagein the Bible, it is profitableto look at the
literary context.? Wewant to quickly look at the preceding passage
(Mat. 14:1-12). This passagerecordsthe contrasting account of aruler,
Herod Antipaswho organized abirthday party attended by therich,
and the mighty in position (MKk. 6:21). Herod was the big boss that
day; hewashosting abig party, feeding lotsof people (like Jesusdidin

the next passage). At such parties, wineisnormally drunk alot. Insuch
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merry-making, the mind can become confused. Most certainly, ina
drunken stupor, Herod made aterribly wrong decison. Thedetailsare
shocking. Whereas he held John the Baptist in awe (Mk. 6:20), Herod
had him beheaded. History tellsusthat later on, Herod was divested of
hisposition and exiled.

John'’sdisciplesburied hisbody and went and told Jesus.® When Jesus
heardit, he probably felt sad to hear about hiscousin’signoble death.
Perhaps, heeven reflected on the previous unwel coming gesturesfrom
hisownvillagefolks(Mat. 13:54-58), a so hisimpending death onthe
cross (Mat. 16:21). A lot could have been on Jesus' mind. With all
these troubles and sadness on hismind, Jesuswent to asolitary place
wanting torest, pray and meditate. But because he had become quite
famous, the crowds probably came searching for him. Jesuscould have
run away. But when confronted with the need from the crowds, Jesus
responded very well. Amidst the sad backdrop, Jesus kept hiscool,
and responded correctly.

What about the church today? Despite the raging pandemic and the
confusion all around us, have we been ableto maintain aclear mind,
and respond liketheway Jesusdid? Matthew 14:14 tellsusthat when
Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them and healed them.
Most probably, Jesus al so taught them about God' s kingdom (MKk.
6:34): theteaching and thefeeding all have acommon objective—to
build the whole life of God’s people.

A. Jesus Response to Crisis: A Reflection of the Church’s
Mission:

Jesus was moved with compassion (v. 34). The Greek word
“gplanchnizomai” means“to take pity/have compassion” and denotes
a“restlessness’ in Jesus at the sight of the needy that moveshimto
action. Many times, we are gpathetic to the pain and suffering al around
us. We need to be more pro-active. If we want to invol ve effectively
inthe mission of Jesus, we must emulate hisapproach, or hisunique
character traits. We must see the sights he saw that made him
uncomfortable; feel the emotions he felt that made him restless;
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ask the questions he asked that prompted redemptive acts to
happen; we must obey his bidding and do what he did.

1. Seeing (14a) and Feeling (14b) leadsto Healing (14c): human
needs met = satisfaction

Human beingshave capacitiestofed, unlikemany other created things
that do not have such qualities. Of course, what isinbuilt into usby
God canbedulled by Satan that makesussdlfish, gpathetic and unfeding
many times. Jesus physically saw the great need around him, and his
inner feelingswere aroused for him to act with proper action. Have
welooked with compass onate eyes upon the thousands of migrants
waiting for trainsand busesin Indiaduring the pandemonium-ridden
20207 Or, have we been moved only to criticize when somethings
don'twork?Weareadll different, wereact differently: but commonly;,
we need to train our emotions.

There are certain pastors who have understood the plight of their
memberswho need spiritual teaching. So, they have circulated written
sermons/audios/videos every Sunday for their members in 2020.
Christianshave mobilized counselling for the needy. Likewise, there
are government officerswith very sharp heads and keen mindswho
haveably swunginto action. However, othershave been cludess, frozen
intheir tracks. Church ministershaverightly beenworried about their
membersunableto even hold family prayers, dso about offerings/tithes
not coming in. But they have been unableto respond appropriately. In
essence, if we do not have the compassion of Jesus, no healing will
reach those who need our help themost. If wewant toinvolveinthe
mission of Jesus, wemust learn to be empathetic —not just to see, but
alsotofed andto swinginto action.

2. Hearing (15) and Feeling (16) leadsto Feeding (20): human
hunger sated = satisfaction

Whenit got dark and Jesus heard the anxiety of the disciples, Jesus

consciencewas stirred to action. Jesus' reaction and posture could

easly have been: “What you said makes sense- wearetoo far avay

fromcivilization: Itisimpossibleto feed thismany people.” But after
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hearing the negative vibes, Jesusfelt that he could do something; it
prompted him to take action. The mission of Jesus aided by a
compassionate heart leads to meeting needs — here, feeding and
satisfaction follows. If what the church is doing today during this
extraordinary pandemicismeeting peopl €' s deepest needs, then we
arefulfilling Christ’smission. For sure, wewill aso be better prepared
for other worse crisesin the days ahead.

B. Our Needed Response to Crisis: A Reflection of Jesus
Srategy:

1. Weneed tobeResour ceful if wewant tobringHealing (14:17):

Previousto thispassage, Jesuswould reach out to hel p peoplein need.
Here, too, he could smply doasimilar thing. Instead, herollsthe ball
intothedisciples court. Perhaps, Jesuswanted to test them; he asks
them to give food to the crowds. They obey him and go searching.
Likewise, God could have been testing us during the pandemicto see
how wewould respond, positively, or negatively. Have our members
been seeking for answersfrom us, and we have been trying to send
them away? When we were unable to meet for worship, wefelt we
werebeing deprived of what is, and hasbeen very normal for usto do.
After all, we never expected the strange Situation to happen. Wewere
all caught by surprise. God hastruly tested us. But many of ushave
been ableto move on. We have been ableto organizeworship services
through audio and video, also on U-tube, virtual choirs, webinars
(women group members have exhorted among themsel vesfrom the
Word of God). Itisimportant to critiquethe government if they have
come up short, and they have. But on our part, we also need to help
wherever wecan. Indeed, many churches, village groups, organizations
have distributed free vegetabl es, stitched masks, even locally made
PPEs.

2. We need an Enlargement of our Vision if we want to feed
peopleHolistically (14:19): Jesusasked for the bread and fishto be
brought to him. He blessed them, and gavethem out to distribute. The
disciplescould have been pessmistic, but they did asthey weretold—
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themiracle happens. Let usthink of ourselves- the church, thebody of
Christ hasso much potentia, and yet we can get bogged downwiththe
many challengeswe see around us. Has God been asking usto help
peoplein need, and have we been saying we have nothing? Thelittle
boy in John 6 isaninsignificant person in Jewish eyes, but God used
him. God can usetheweakest, the seemingly least important. Think of
the"variables’ inthestory: what if the boy with thelunch had not come
that day (dn. 6:9)?What if he had refused to part with hislunch? The
story could have taken a different turn, then. Think also of the
“congtants’: God ispowerful. Jesusiswith useventoday. We need to
have responded i n obedience despite our perplexity at the scale of the
2020 pandemic. When God blesses, the multiplication automatically
follows. Thesesemingly smdll, little, meagre materid sthat got into Jesus
hands, when blessed by God, got multiplied ahundred-fold. Remember,
with God onour side, heisour “forcemultiplier”!

Conclusion:

Asthechurch of Jesus Christ on earth, arethere misconceptionsthat
weneed to clear from our heads?Areour prioritieslined up correctly,
or arewe confused, and disoriented, still? Have we gauged a clear
picture of the 2020 pandemic and responded correctly?What about
giving towardsthe many needsthat have surfaced around us?Amidst
chargesand counter chargesbeing hurled dl around us, can wemanifest
the sane voice and action that Jesus displayed in the passage here?
Craig Keener aptly notes. “ Thedisciples saw the size of the need and
thelittlenessof thehuman resourcesavailable; Jesussaw theszeof the
need and the greatness of God'sresourcesavailable.”

(Endnotes)

! Read the same story in al the other three gospels (Mk. 6:30-44; Lk. 9:10-17; Jn.
6:1-15; cf. 2 Kgs.4:42-44).

2 The literary context refers to any passage(s) that precedes or follows the passage
in question.

8 Remember that John was Jesus’ first cousin (Lk. 1:36): John had also baptized
Jesus (Mat. 3:13).
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19
AMONG THE YOUTHS IN
NAGALAND

<"

Mr Yambemo Lotha, Lotha Baptist Church, Dimapur

INTRODUCTION: Theimpact of Covid-19 around thewhole Globe
hasextremdy shocked humanity. Recongtructing every aspect of human
lifesituation would certainly costimmensecritical anaysistoresume
normal life. To deal with thispandemic crisis, itismandatory to look
from different perspectiveswith various methodol ogy or Empirical
research. Andtodothis, it will takealong timeto cometo asol ution of
the problem. Moreover, Academic research and Practical approach
aretwo key factorsthat should go hand in hand. Theimpact of Covid-
19 has affected al sectionsof peopleinvariousways. Therefore, to
leave somemay not bring justice but after having gonethroughit from
my personal experience, let me concentrate on the youthsof Nagaland
asthemost vulnerable group dueto Covid-19 pandemic crisis.

1) YOUTH PROBLEMS:

Problem does not mean to say from just one perspective. Youthstoo
have many problemsbut one of the greatest challengesfaced by the
youthisunemployment, whether educated or uneducated. Itisaknown
fact that the Covid-19 pandemic has added more burden to the youths.

According to information collected from Employment Exchange
Department Nagaland, every year about 30,000 educated youthsare
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registeredintheoffice. Tocomparethefact, et mecitethat the Dimapur
District Planning and Development Board Meeting April 05, 2017
reported 21,301 youths had submitted applicationsfor jobsinthat year
aone.

Another datathat was collected from Covid-19 WAR ROOM isgiven
below:

Nameof District No. of Returnees
Mon 1944
Dimapur 8629
Kiphiri 506
Kohima 1689
Longlen 222
Mokokchung 749
Peren 1504
Phek 733
Tuensang 1023
Wokha 622
Zunheboto 661
Grand Total 18,282

According to datathat hasbeen collected, it isnot based on assumption
but onredity. Itisavery seriousmatter that every respons ble agency
whether it be Government, Non-Governmental Organisationsor Civil
Societiesor Churchesneedsto addressthisissueat theright timeand
to the best ability to show concerninAction.

If wefail totakeupthisresponghility a theright time, itisimminent that
wewill facesocia unrest. Therefore, itissuggested to formacommon
platformfor timely intervention.

Unemployment problem in Nagaland has been accumul ating over the
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years. Sofar, generdly itisseen asaresponsihility of the Government.
The participation by other responsible agenciesin thisconcernisseen
to bevery less, but unconcerned attitude towardsthisissuewill amount
to pandemic crisisinthe state. Particularly, the Churchesin Nagaland
with lotsof resourcesand majority being Christiansin theland cannot
bemere, silent spectators.

The Churchesneed to have aparadigm shiftin Mission-Visonand to
at least to have aFive- or Ten-years holistic mission strategy for the
unemployed youthsin Nagaland. It isindeed awakeup call for al the
faithful Churchleaders.

2) PERSONAL EVIDENCE:

After the breakout of CoronaVirusand fromthefirst day of National
lockdown dueto Covid-19, asafrontlineworker and member of the
District Task Force Dimapur, I’ ve been personally involvedin various
ways. Therefore, the outcome of my persona experiencein thisCovid-
19 pandemic crisis made me to write a small booklet, Empirical
Evidencesof Covid-19 Challengesand the booklet was publishedin
theyear 2020 by Heritage Publishing House Dimapur. Dueto space
congtraints, let meciteonly afew personal evidences.

|. Serviceto the Stranded Returnees.

Onefinemorning as| wasgoing through my Whatsapp, | saw anews
that Six Naga boys coming from Keralawere stranded at one of the
hotelsin Dimapur and they werein apathetic conditionwith no money
to pay for food and hotel rent and they were asked to vacatefrom the
hotel because of fear of Corona Virus by the Hotel Manager.
Immediately, | checked their contact numbersand thereafter started
enquiring about their condition and found out that they needed help. In
fact, they did not seek any help from me, but out of concern | beganto
find ways and means for timely help. First of all, | informed the
administrator and the officer in charge then all otted the Youth Hostel
near Railway Colony, Dimapur. But theAdministration could not arrange
transportation for the youthsto be transported from the Hotel to the
Hostel. And moreover, dueto thelockdown, no vehicleswerealowed
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to ply. So, | decided to drop them to the youth hostel, but at that point
of time, | wasnot having any permit. Therefore, intentionally | pasted
“On Quarantine Duty” on my vehicle and dropped the youthstwice
with my private vehiclefromthe hotel to youth hostel. | violated the
Covid-19 SOPinthe processastherewasno option for mebut torisk
my lifeto help the stranded youths.

DROPPING THERETURNEESAT THEQUARANTINE CENTRE

AND PRAYINGAT THETRAIN STATION

[I. SERVICEAT THE QUARANTINE CENTRES:

Thefirst experience at the Quarantine centrewas at the youth hostel .
Initidly, | thought dropping the stranded boys at the Quarantine centre
had completed my service. Asusual, my Ministry to any person(s)
would never stop until | wasfully satisfied. So fromtimetotime, |
contacted Sister B. AwalaWalling, thein-charge of Youth Hostel about
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the status of theinmates. On theother side, | directly kept calling the
boysand reminded themto inform meif any need arose. Hence, they
informed methat one of the basic problemsthey faced wasthat they
could not get proper dlegp at night because of mosqguitoes, sincethere
wasnofan. When | heard about their suffering, | immediately arranged
onetablefanfor them. | thought the problem would end there but due
to some changesin SOP, theinmates had to stay for alonger duration.
Some of them stayed therefor morethan 40 days. So, psychologically
and emotionally they wereimpatient about remaining there. They started
complaining about not sending them home even fter they weretested
Covid-19 negative.

Naturdly, thisledto somebehaviourd problemsat thequarantinecentre.
Thiswasinformed to meby thein-charge. So, | decided tovisit them
personally even though SOP does not permit that. During my visit |
madethem understand how the Government Administrationwasfacing
some technical difficultiesto deal with the situation and further, |
distributed Biblestodl of them and shared theword of God and through
the Spirit of God, many young people committed their livesto God as
their persona Saviour. It was such agreat joy to see young people
committing their livesto Christ at the Quarantine centre. After this, |
regularly kept visiting with whatever possibleway | could help and
support them. After somedays, when the new SOPwasimplemented
by the State Government that they were permitted to go to their own
districtsand villagesjust to say goodbye, | met themat District Stadium
Dimapur and handed them asmall tokenfor their journey and offered a
prayer for them. All thiswas made possible by the grace of God.

Thisexperiencewasjust the beginning of my journey at the quarantine
centres. With support from some likeminded friends, we could do
minigtry till thequarantine centreswerefunctioning.
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PRAY ER FELLOWSHIPWITH INMATESAT QUARANTINE CENTRE

I11. SERVICE TO THE RETURNEESS AT THE TRAIN
STATION.

Sincel amaso amember inthe Covid-19 Mess Committee and also
amember of Dimapur Task Force, providing food and refreshment
wasadaily routinefor us. At thebeginning, | thought thisresponsbility
was ot worrisome .Asweresumed our serviceat the Train Station for
thereturnees, the service becametougher day by day.

Thefirg chalengewasthetraintiming. All thereturnee strainsnever
arrived ontime. Therefore, we had to wait threeto four hours before
thetrainarrived becausethetrain arriva timing kept changing. Sometime
wehadtowait till thenext morning.

The second challengewasto recelve thereturnees. During Covid-19,
to travel from one destination to their Home Land they had to face
extradifficulties Withlotsof excitement and mixed fedings, they reached
their destination. Soit wasimperativeto receivethem by thanking God
and withaWord of Prayer.
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Initidly our expectation wasthat many Church leaderswould beat the
Train Sationtorecaivethem, but it isunfortunateto mention only afew
countable Church Pastorswere present. Hence, on many occasions|
had to welcome them on behalf of Churches with a word of
encouragement and prayer. Of course, | took thisasaprivilege to
extend my service.

Thethird challengewasto assist thereturneesfor transportation from
train station to quarantine centres. Sincewe had to follow SOR, it took
4 to 5 hours to complete some hundreds of them to re-board to
guarantinecentres.

This experience in not easy as | write. Practically speaking, not
everybody candothiseasly, unlesswearetruly committedtofacethis
kind of challenge.

LOOKING BEYOND COVID-19 FOR YOUTHS IN
NAGALAND

1. Asmentioned earlier, theemployment problem among theyouthsis
becoming a Pandemic in Nagaland. Every concerned entity be it
Government or Non—governmental organisationsshould ableto share
equa respongbility to solvethisproblemwithout delay. Planand Action
implementationistheonly solutiontothisproblem.

ACTION—-PLAN (A)

| don’'t claim nor ignore the inner revelation that | took up some
Livelihood Project for the Youthsinthevillage beforethe Nation-wide
Lockdown. Through my inititive, e ghteen of usChurchleadersamong
the LothaNagain thefirst week of March 2020 formed agroup to
extend financial assistanceto those who are unemployed and poor
youthsinvillagesfor sef employment project . Thenameof thisproject
is“ Servicetotheneedy Youths’. Membersare Pastors, Women pastors,
Youth Pastorsand Sunday school Pastors. Itisayearly plan, beginning
from 2020 to 2021 March. We decided to keep offering Box and
deposit in it throughout the year with any amount and then after
completion of oneyear, weplanto meetinacertain villageinthemonth
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of March 2021, prayerfully count the amount and proceed for action
plan. For thisproject our commitment for thefirst phaseisRs. 2lakhs.
For further information, | did asurvey in oneLothavillageand found
out that thereare about 30 returneesinthisvillage.

MODALITIES:
Purely for the needy youthsinrura areas.
Itisarevolving project.

First phaseisaFive—year plan. Can continue depending on
outcomef/result.

Concentratethisproject fromvillagetovillage.
Two plansof project, short and long-term.

Theareacof concentration of thisproject issaf-skill employment,
rearing of animals, Agri-based production and any project
relatedtosurvival.

Itisaholistic approach ministry and home based mission.
ACTION PLAN (B).

TheChrigtian Forum Dimapur isoneof themost actively involved during
Covid-19 among non-governmental organisations. Itsserviceiswell
acknowledged by Dimapur District Administration.

From day one of out-break of Covid-19, Dimapur Christian Forum
hasbeen actively participating in variouswaysin serving people

Being one of the office bearers, | havebeen givenin chargetoplana
strategy or modalitiesto addresstheissue of employment problem
especidly for thereturnees. Thisproject planisintheinitid stage.Initidly,
the target group will be concentrated in Dimapur Town. The first
Empirical random datacollection isabout 3000 returnees. The CFD
had two consultative meetings with regard to this agenda. In the
consultation meeting, it was decided to work with different agencies,
thoseactively involvedin Lifeskill Development trainingsin Dimapur.
Gradually, CFD will coordinate with Nagaland Christian Forum for
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greater Mission planfor thisproject.

CONCLUSION:

According to asurvey in 2007 there are 1,347 Baptist Churchesin
Nagaland. But according to the latest report thereare 1,615.

It meansunder Nagal and Christian Forum, the number of Christian
Churcheswill bemorethan 2,500.

Thishuge number of Churches cannot becomesilent spectatorsinsuch
acrucia stuation. The Christian Churchesin Nagaland should bethe
rolemodd to addressthispandemic challenge.

Itisreported from unknown sourcethat someAssociationsin Nagadand
spend hundreds of crorein Mission worksin ayear. Suppose each
Church contributes 1 lakh towards Home-based Mission for
unemployed youthsin Nagaland it comesto 25 croresyearly. This
hugeamount for thispurposewill certainly easetheemployment problem
inNagaland. It'stimeto start acting to implement thisHome based
Misson.

During Covid-19, some Churches spent morethan 10 lakhsfor relief
services. If Churches continuewith thiskind of ministry towards our
youths, it will surely bring about someimpact inthelife of youths.

To implement thishome-based Mission plan for unemployed youths
we may face some challenges, but itisnot impossiblein nature. It's
time for awakeup call for al the Christians and leaders to form a
commonplatform contextua Misson-Visonfor timey implementation
isimperative.

()
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Misson in Solidarity during
Pandemic

Mr Brazil Barik, Mission Secretary, Assam Baptist Convention

I ntroduction

TheWorld asawholeduring thisPandemic, inwhich the churcheshad
been shut down, Religiouslifewasat stack, Mission Agencieswere
worried, community and ministry wereinlockdown, but prayer continues
bothin personal and communal because without God nothing makes
sense and with God we have everything we need. At every communal
adoration before the throne of God we pray for all impacted by the
pandemicwearelikeMaosesand Esther of thebiblica timesinterceding
for our brothersand sistersall over the World by only watching the
newschannd. Fromthevery beginning of thepandemicindividud, family,
churches, organization havebeguntheir missonwork insolidarity within
their ownlimit and capacity.

1. Ecumenical & Interfaith

Misson during pandemicismostly ecumenica whereonedoes't bother
about the denomination barrier and faith the person belongs, but willingly
ready to helpintimesof crisiswhich have been seen and also testified
to someof them canclassified as.

a. Reaching out peopleof any faith

The Pandemic brought humannessin each and every individuaslife
without really caring about their faith practices people provide services,
which can bereflected from the gospel of Matthew 20: 28 Just asthe
Son of Man did not cometo be served, but to serve, and to give hislife
asransomfor many”. It hasbeen seen that peopleof al religion caste,
colour, race, gender has been reached during the pandemic towhich

many churchesand Christian organization played apivota role.
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b. Showingour faith in collabor ation

The Ecumenical body are strengthen during the pandemic theentire
mission come together and work for the common good a perfect
exampleof Unity inthebody of Christ.

2. Saving Human isimpor tant

Covid-19 isahistoric global health threat and a pandemic seems
inevitable. Quarantinewasalife-saving period of necessary isolation of
aperson with ahighly similar to outbreaks. In order to control the
Covid-19 the government began to build the I solation centre which
againfall shortageof quarantinefacilitiesasalarge number of people
arereturning to the state from various parts of the country.

Thechurchesinthe Christian mgjority state have offered their hallsto
the state government to be used for quarantine. Thetotal number of
168 churchesfrom various denominations hascomeforward only in
Mizoram and in the North-East, Indiaand world-widetherewill be
many churchesand denominations| believe. Thus, the solidarity in
mission can be seen even sharing their worship placefor the sake of
savinghumanbeng.

3. Ecumenical Sharingof Resources

Another concern that has come out from the moratorium clarion call
hasbeen theintroduction of the Ecumenica Sharing of Resources(ESR)
following the Nairobi Assembly in 1975. It began first as a study
program. The WCC arranged thethen “Koinonia—sharing lifeina
world community” in El Escorid, Spainin October 1987. Inthe context
of changesthat havetouched upon therel ationship between the sending
mission organi zationsand churchesinAfricaand e sewhereinthethird
world countriesand aso on ecumenica participation, the WCC played
aggnificant roleinfostering reaionshipsin misson, sharing of personnd
and fundsfor mission, inter-church aid and development. Similar to
these sharing of resources al so have been seen during the Pandemic.

a. Per sonal VehicleasAmbulance

A Pastor of Mizoram, A Policeman in Manipur, many Individual/
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Churchesandfamily shared their resourceslikeusing of persond vehicle
to carry Sick Peopleto hospital without any cost whichisalsomission
insolidarity.
b. Repayment of Debt

A Person’sdebt wasrepaid by aStranger (Anonymous) inthe state of
Mizoram, thisisthecarrying misson showed inthelifeof believers.

4. Covid-Solidarity Fund

Theworld wasfacing an unprecedented challenge with communities
and economies everywhere affected by the growing COVID-19
pandemic. Theworld iscoming together to combat the COVID-19
pandemic bringing governments, organizationsfrom acrossindustries
and sectors and individual s together to help respond to this global
outbreak. The outpouring of global solidarity and support sparked by
thisshared challenge hasbeen phenomenal. Inthe meantimeboth the
central and state government haveintroduced the COVID-Solidarity
Response Fund asPM Care Fund and CM Care Fund. Individuals,
Families, Churches, Association, Convention and Council have donated
for the Covid carefund. The churches not only donated in Cash but
shown their solidarity even by construction huge building for the
attendance of Patience asthe outcome of Pandemic by an Ao Baptist
churchinNagaand.

Thereforethe Covid-Solidarity fundisnot only in cash but intermsof
kind which also cantestified among The Sikh community of Delhi Sikh
GurdwaraManagement Committee (DSGM C), constructed the 100-
bed dialysiscentreat thegurdwarain Sarai Kale Khanisbeing touted
asIndia’'shiggest diaysiscentrewhichisabsol utely freean outcome of
thepandemic.

5. FreeDistribution of Face-M ask, Soap and Sanitizer
Thecoronavirusor Covid-19isalargefamily of virusesthat causes
illnessesranging from the common cold to acuterespiratory syndromes,

but the current virusisanove strain not seen before. Common symptoms
of thenovel coronavirusstraininclude respiratory symptomssuch as
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fever, cough, and shortness of breath, according to the WHO. The
WHO

has declared the coronavirusepidemic asaglobal health emergency.
To protect peoplesby giving avarenessamong the public and givethe
free of face mask and hand wash Sanitizer into which the churches of
North-East Indiaand Indiaat large have responded and providefree
face-mask, soap and Sanitizer towardsthe community.

6. Support and Relief

Indiahasbeen under lock down sincethe 24th of March 2020, to ease
the humanitarian crisis caused by the spread of CoronaVirus has
rigoroudy responded to thecrisis, reaching out to themost vulnerable
communitieswasthe utmost important, even herethe churches, families
have played aimportant rolein providing food and grocery asrelief to
asmuch asthey canwithther limited resources.

7.Reéligiousand Spiritual Life

With the outbreak of Covid-19 dl therdigious placeswere shut down,
believerscannot gather inthe churchesto continuetheir faith practices.
During thetime prayer istheonly way to connect tothedeity, and this
timeof distancing one ssdlf from peopleand eventsgivesan opportunity
to focus more on the spiritual deity that may be the most important
aspect of one'slife. Neverthelessevery crisiscan bean opportunity if
we know how to make useof it, | personally witnessthat during the
lockdown so many prayerswere madewith sincereheartshomechurch
was conducted to which every person cantake part and attended. In
thetime of crisispeopledraw much closer to God and surprisingly
huge amount of offering have been collected during thelockdown to
send for mission work. Some of the outcome of the pandemicinour
spiritua lifecan bediscussed as:

a. Family Alter:

Thefamily dtar isthe placewhereweinstruct and build faith, havefun
together, share questions, teach and encourage each other. To build
one'spersonal and spiritud life, thisalso havethebiblical significance
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Genesis18:19“For | havechosenhim, sothat hewill direct hischildren
and hishousehold after him to keep theway of the Lord by doing wat
isright andjust, so that the Lord will bring about for Abrahamwhat he
haspromised him” . During the pandemic it have been noti ced that People
turnto God Family Alter isstrengthen, A Family fellowship becamethe
house church. Indoing sofamily could uniteand spend timetogether in
Missonwhichisacoreinfamily lifein Mission Perspective

b.Virtual Wor ship

Inred-life, timeand location of worship isdetermined one should show
up at the particular timeat the particular place. But with virtual worship,
anyone could be anywherewith aconnection and (if it isrecorded) at
any timeat your convenience. It ismost important because so many
young people have shown their interest and get connected to thelocal
church after lockdown lifted up. In doing so the spiritual life of the
peopleand particularly theyounger generation hasbeen lifted up. Now
thevirtual worship hasbecomeawonderful opportunity and platform
to conduct worship Onlinefor thosewho are out inthecitiesfor their
shapingthelr career.

Per sonal Reflection and Conclusion

The Sdlling of possession and giving away to the needy wasthe practice
of Apostolictime, mentioned inACTS2: 42-47* The Fdllowship of the
Believers42 They devoted themselvesto the gpostles’ teachingandto
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyonewas
filledwithaweat themany wondersand Sgnsperformed by the gposties.
44 All the believersweretogether and had everythingin common. 45
They sold property and possessionsto giveto anyonewho had need.
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They brokebreadintheir homesand atetogether with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying thefavor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved”.
Thus, weaso had asimilar kind of experiencetherea ApostolicAge,
during the pandemic people gave away food, cloth, shelter in doing so
sharingisbrought into thelight / Humanitarian Servicewhichismisson
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wediscover insolidarity.

The Christian community and thechurchesplayed akey rolein helping
to reduceitsspread by alowing church hall to make quarantine centre,
giving awareness, providing freeface-mask, soap, sanitizer, donation
and relief to the poor, vulnerable and needy. Churches havetakenthe
crissstuation asan opportunity to sharethelove of God inword and
deed by doing missionin solidarity with pandemic. To say it another
way, thisisan opportunity for churchesto carry out theintegra misson
to which God has called. The inseparable proclamation and
demongtration of thegospd asseeninthelifeand work of Christ Jesus.
Thistime of fear and uncertainty isaprospect to emulate peace that
surpasses understanding, whichwehavein Christ. Asweall know that
the Coronavirusisdtill activeasacommunity of believersand church
wemust continueto provide member care, mobilize church members
tolovether neighbours, pray for anendto COVID-19and over dl do
themissionwork of serving and saving thelivesinthisworld.
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Kangpokpi Christian Hospital
Estd. 1920
Centenary Celebration on 318 M arch 2021

Kangpokpi Christian Hospital isonethe six hospitals of Council of
Baptist Churchesin North East India(CBCNEI). TheAmerican Baptist
Medical Missionariesby nameDr. GG Crozier and hiswifecameto
Kangpokpi in 1920, after world war | and started the medical work.
Atfirgt, Dr. GG Crozier and hiswifereached out thelepersand started
leprosy asylum (colony). Theleprosy wasknown asancient plague.
Eveninour timetheleperswere cons dered asuntouchableinthesociety.
But driven by the gospel of love, the Kangpokpi Christian Hospital had
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started to treat and
care the lepers and
gradually grew up to
full-fledged hospital.
The medical
missionaries, Dr.
WereliusMD and Dr.
Ahlquist MD, and Dr.
F. Curry MD from
abroad sacrificed their
lives and witness the
gospd of Christ through medica service. Dr. Ahlquist MD diedincar
accident while serving at Kangpokpi Christian Hospital. After the
Missionariesleft North East Indiain 1955, the CBCNEI took over the
work of health mission and continued to employ loca Medica doctors
suchasDr.W.GMominand hiswife, Dr.A.Hrahsel and hiswife, and
othersto serveinthe Kangpokpi Christian Hospital. When therewas
no good clinic and hospitalsin Manipur peoplefrom all corners of
North East India, Manipur in particular thronged at KCH and thousands
of peoplereceived healing and had been cured.

K.C.H. Centenary (hundred years of healing
service)

We are celebrating Centenary, 100 years of the existence of the
Kangpokpi Hospital
(1920 to 2020). The
main aims of the
celebrationistoglorify
thenameof theLordfor
His faithfulness and
enabled usto continue
to do His healing
minidry, initiated by the
Missionaries. To
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acknowledgethe past and present doctors, nurses, leaderswho served
and rendered their sacrificia servicefor the development of KCH.

By the grace God, we have cel ebrated the Centenary on 31% March
2021 and thousands of people witnessed the function. We praise God
for the grand success. Wewant to say thank you to all who donatein
cashandinkind for the celebration. Our Appreciation goesto Rev. Dr.
Akheto and his colleagueswho cameall theway from Guwahati and
we are especially blessed by hiswonderful message. We appreciate
the participation of our
sisters hospital. Each
committee members of
the celebration are
praiseworthy. They have
doneawonderful job for
the hospital. May God
blesseach one of them.

64 January - March 2021



Baptist News

While celebrating
the centenary, let us
also renew our
commitment to do
thehealing ministry
of the Lord Jesus
Christ and take a
new stepto bemore
relevant with the
challenges posed
before us. As the
missionaries
entrusted medica mission to the Churchesof CBCNEI, itisatimefor
the Churchesto fully ownthisgreet task of theLord’shealing ministry.
Toinvest our resourcesto train the young men and young women to
thetask of our medica missonistheurgent need anditisabig chalenge
for the Churches.
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Annual Convention of

Garo Baptist Convention (GBC)

The Garo Baptist Convention had to have a curtailed Annual
convention for 2021 with only reduced number of delegates
representing the 18 associationsand 270 Mother Churches’ from
10" to 12" February, 2021 at Tura. Thethemewas* Thy Kingdom
Come” and thetext wastaken from Matthew 6:10.

The main speakersdwelled on theteaching of Lord Jesus Christ to
Hisdiscipleson the need for coming of God'skingdom on earth.
Lord Jesus wanted the world to be free from hatred, suspicion,
doubts, quarrels, lies, discriminations, etc. In other wordsL ord Jesus
wanted theworld to befull of love, peace andrighteousnessasitisin
heaven. Thekingdom of God should be based onthe submissionto
the WILL of God. The speakerspointed out that it isnot only the 2
coming of theL ord Jesusfor Hisreign on earth a one, but the prayer
Hetaught wasinvariably for the present al so.

The speakers also pointed out that the New Jerusalem isanother
view of thekingdom of God, and one speaker exhorted that unless
thereign of Godisalowedinour heartsthisprayer will befutile. The
kingdom of God islikeallowing amustard seed, intheform of love,
holinessand submissiontothereign of God, to grow inthe hearts of
men.

Again, peopleneed to allow themsel vesto accept God to rule over
them likelittle children, innocent and holy, so that kingdom of God
can cometothisworld.

During thisconvention Mr AloysiusG Mominwasel ected the new
President of the GBC and Rev ljonaA Sangmathenew Vice Presdent
for theterm of the next two years.
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Admission Notice
TheEagstern Theologica College, Jorhat invitesapplication for
aspirant candidatesfor thefollowing coursesunder the Senate of
Serampore College:

Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.)
L ast date of Form submission 30/04/2021 and Entrance
Examination on the 13" and 24" of May 2021

Master of Theology (M.Th.) in Christian Theology, History of
Chrigtianity, New Testament, Christian Ministry (Counsdling) and
Christian Minigtry (Chrigtian Education):

L ast date of submission of Admission Formis31% of March 2021
and Entrance Examination onthe29" & 30" of April 2021

Doctor of Theology (D.Th.) in Christian Theology, History of
Chrigtianity and New Testament.
Interview for admissionwill onthe 28" of May 2021

Master of Artsin Holistic Child Development (MA-HCD)
(College):
L ast date of Form submission 30" of April 2021

Get your Admission Form from
www.etcollegein
and submitto
ThePrincipd,
Eastern Theological College,
Rajabari, Jorhat — 785014, Assam

New Academic Session beginsin the second week of
July 2021
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